
Salvation — How is it Gained? Once Gained, Can it be Lost?
Part Twelve

 Special instruction has been given me for God's people, for perilous times are upon us. In the
world, destruction and violence are increasing. In the church, man power is gaining the
ascendancy; those who have been chosen to occupy positions of trust think it their prerogative
to rule.  {9T 270.1}

Men whom the Lord calls to important positions in His work are to cultivate a humble
dependence upon Him. They are not to seek to embrace too much authority; for God has not
called them to a work of ruling, but to plan and counsel with their fellow laborers. Every worker
alike is to hold himself amenable to the requirements and instructions of God.  {9T 270.2}

Yes, we do live in a world filled with violence, political upheaval and strife. Add to that natural disasters and
financial uncertainty and you have the perfect storm. Not only do we see unrest in the world but also in the
church. How does unrest come into the church? Some feel we need to modernize our worship styles while
others adhere to previous times. How do you make the church more appealing without lowering standards?
First of all, we are to follow our Bibles and the Spirit of Prophecy, not take our clues from other churches.
History is a great teacher but some would relegate it to the trash heap. History tells us where we came from and
what pitfalls to avoid. Watch out for those who tell you to “just go forward, don’t look back”. Charismatic
leaders often set aside historic underpinnings in favor of cultural trends, then set out to control the thinking of
others. Under this controlling influence people are herded like sheep. Don’t let them know too much, just
enough to convince them they are on path to the desired results. By all means don’t let them start a reformation!

I was confirmed in all I had stated in Minneapolis, that a reformation must go through the
churches. Reforms must be made, for spiritual weakness and blindness were upon the people
who had been blessed with great light and precious opportunities and privileges. As reformers
they had come out of the denominational churches, but they now act a part similar to that which
the churches acted. We hoped that there would not be the necessity for another coming out.
While we will endeavor to keep the "unity of the Spirit" in the bonds of peace, we will not with
pen or voice cease to protest against bigotry.  {1888 356.4}

The following note was added by the compilers on the previous quote. “This is the only known statement from
the pen of Ellen White indicating that she might have lost confidence in the Seventh-day Adventist Church
Organization. The doubt which she expressed here was never repeated during the remaining twenty-six years
of here life.” --EGW'88 356, 357 (1889).  {LDE 48.1} This is a half truth. Because of her constant and
consistent attempt to lead leadership, they tired of her instructions to them so they sent her to Australia.
Leadership neglected to support at least one conference so Sister White did with here own monies, diverting
her tithes there instead of sending them through regular channels. Many did not listen to her during the Kellogg
crisis and it cost them much in the medical field. We see today Dan Jackson trying to circumvent the general
conference. All is not peace and “can’t we all just get along”, to coin a phrase. As mentioned in previous
articles by this title, we have seen marginalizing people in order to promote new trends. In fact there was an
article in the review (Adventist World) in favor of marginalizing people. Let us not get too far afield though
with our trend of thought here. The following quote is often thought of as being assigned to those others out
there. Not so fast! We would do well to look within.

After a long and severe conflict, the faithful few decided to dissolve all union with the apostate
church if she still refused to free herself from falsehood and idolatry. They saw that separation



was an absolute necessity if they would obey the Word of God. They dared not tolerate errors
fatal to their own souls, and set an example which would imperil the faith of their children and
children's children. To secure peace and unity they were ready to make any concession
consistent with fidelity to God; but they felt that even peace would be too dearly purchased at
the sacrifice of principle. If unity could be secured only by the compromise of truth and
righteousness, then let there be difference, and even war.  {GC88 45.2}

But those who fear and reverence God meet this heaven-daring assumption as Christ met the
solicitations of the wily foe: "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou
serve." Luke 4:8. God has never given a hint in His word that He has appointed any man to be
the head of the church. The doctrine of papal supremacy is directly  opposed to the teachings
of the Scriptures. The pope can have no power over Christ's church except by usurpation.  {GC
51.1}

Remember we were to have a group of 25 men with one as chairman for a one year term. Study the 1901 and
1903 general conference sessions to see what Sister White instructed, via God’s instructions, in 1901 and how
it was partially implemented then overturned in 1903. The Great Controversy is a wonderful book to study but,
in many ways, we have neglected to make applications to ourselves. The next paragraph is an interesting one
in this regard.

Romanists have persisted in bringing against Protestants the charge of heresy and willful
separation from the true church. But these accusations apply rather to themselves. They are the
ones who laid down the banner of Christ and departed from "the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints." Jude 3.  {GC 51.2}

Note well the following paragraph. How was Satan able to circumvent truth? Emphasis will be placed where
they are needed.

Satan well knew that the Holy Scriptures would enable men to discern his deceptions and
withstand his power. It was by the word that even the Saviour of the world had resisted his
attacks. At every assault, Christ presented the shield of eternal truth, saying, "It is written." To
every  suggestion of the adversary, He opposed the wisdom and power of the word. In order
for Satan to maintain his sway over men, and establish the authority of the papal usurper, he
must keep them in ignorance of the Scriptures. The Bible would exalt God and place finite
men in their true position; therefore its sacred truths must be concealed and suppressed.
This logic was adopted by the Roman Church. For hundreds of years the circulation of the Bible
was prohibited. The people were forbidden to read it or to have it in their houses, and
unprincipled priests and prelates interpreted its teachings to sustain their pretensions. {GC
51.3}

If you have not yet read #11 in this series, do so now along with the referenced material. You will note that the
previous paragraph gives warnings to the very things experienced by many that are being driven from their
churches. Not only are people being discouraged from studying our church’s history and the Spirit of Prophecy,
but encouraged to read from authors instructing contrary to Biblical  principles. One such book recommended
by Charles Brown was Roy Adam’s work “The Nature of Christ: Help for a church divided over perfection”.
You will find a critique of Adam’s book on our website. www.ourfirmplatform.com - written articles - Paulson,
Kevin. You will note, from Elder Paulson, that Adam’s book is not in harmony with Adventist theology.
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