
Little Known Facts

Well do I remember the first time the issue of changing the logo on Sandy’s church sign came up

in a church board meeting. Up to that time, The Three Angels was our logo for as long as I can

remember. Our church had, by this time, started changing in behavior. More liberalism had

gradually started creeping in with a little thing here and there over time. In board session, it was

suggested for us to place a logo on our new church sign. There was quite a discussion whether to

continue our church’s former Three Angels Logo or use the current church logo of the flickering

flame, open book, and cross. In the back of my mind I seemed to remember there was something

dubious about this new logo when it replaced our denomination’s Three Angels Logo back in 1995.

However, I couldn’t remember the details. Since then I have had opportunity to dig deeper into this

subject matter. Why all the fuss? What does it matter? Simply this; a logo, flag or any insignia (a

distinguishing mark or sign - Merriam-Webster) tells a story of who a person or organization is. For

instance, the U.S. Flag signifies who we are as a nation. Our church’s three Angels banner/logo told

a story of who we are, or were. But first, a little background would be useful here.

Carefully read the following two quotes.

Revival of Old Advent Truths

There is a work of sacred importance for ministers and people to do. They are to

study the history of the cause and people of God. They are not to forget the past

dealing of God with His people. They are to revive and recount the truths that

have come to seem of little value to those who do not know by personal

experience of the power and brightness that accompanied them when they were first

seen and understood. In all their original freshness and power these truths are to be

given to the world.--Manuscript 22, 1890.  {1SM 157.3} [Emphasis Mine.]

In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our

present standing, I can say, Praise God! As I see what God has wrought, I am filled

with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear

for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His

teaching in our past history. {CET 204.1} [Emphasis Mine.]

Let us unpack what is being said here. [1] What is the “work of sacred importance”? Answer:

Salvational issues. [2] How do we know what constitutes this work? Answer: The “study” of

“history”,  “not to forget the past”, how God deals with His people. [3] After we study history, what

next are we to do? Answer: “revive and recount (these) truths”. [4] Why are these truths seemed to

be lost to the average church member? Maybe they didn’t know them when they were baptized?

Answer: They “seemed of little value to those who do not know them by personal experience”. [5]

What fearful warning is given by our prophetess via God’s instructions? Answer: Because we have



forgotten “the way the Lord has led us” in the past. The longest standing study group in Sandy were

told we were not to pay any head to history, that it didn’t matter. “Look only to the future” we were

told. Leadership in Sandy drove us out because we were making applications from our history to our

present circumstance. They didn’t like what they saw so demanded we discontinue telling the truth.

The Testimony of Pioneer Workers.--I have had presentations regarding the

deceptions that Satan is bringing in at this time. I have been instructed that we

should make prominent the testimony of some of the old workers who are now

dead. Let them continue to speak through their articles as found in the early

numbers of our papers. These articles should now be reprinted, that there may

be a living voice from the Lord's witnesses. The history of the early experiences

in the message will be a power to withstand the masterly ingenuity of Satan's

deceptions. This instruction has been repeated recently. I must present before the

people the testimonies of Bible truth, and repeat the decided messages given years

ago. I desire that my sermons given at camp meetings and in churches may live and

do their appointed work.--Letter 99, 1905.  {CW 26.1}

How do we gain an understanding of how we are to do church, by following the example of non-

Adventist denominations? Answer: A resounding NO! We are to let “the old workers . . . speak”.

How?  “Through their articles” and “papers”. Again, we were denied the opportunity to do this being

told we could not use those in disagreement with the establishment, even though what these “old

workers” said was true. What are we to proclaim to a world dying in sin? A pastor even chastised

our group, from the pulpit relating our work to “the enemy”.1 Our Sabbath School goals were

objected to as being in discordant with the church by one Charles Brown. [See endnote.1]

Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their

transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Isaiah 58:1. {CTr 350.1} 

The last warnings must be given to the world. There is a special power in the

presentation of the truth at the present time, but how long will it continue? Only a

little while. If ever there was a crisis, it is now. {CTr 350.2}

The truth is to be proclaimed to the world, that they may see the light. {CTr 350.3}

1 “There has been a fairly constant attack from the enemy to bring disunion to the Sandy

church over such items as the church sign, clapping as a form of appreciation, the One Project 

(which we have never endorsed or promoted, or will promote), . . . ” — David Crockett

-2-



This is our work. The light that we have upon the third angel’s message is the true

light. {CTr 350.4}

Speaking of the early church Sister White wrote, “ If unity could be secured only by the compromise

of truth and righteousness, then let there be difference, and even war.” {GC88 45.2} Is this not

council for us as well? Who is the real enemy?

The new logo on the church sign was one item on this pastor’s list of unnecessary distractions but

we will see that the new logo should have no place with God’s people. Admittedly, this pastor stated

he knew nothing of it’s origin even though opportunity was given to him and the entire church

board.  They chose not to set aside time to study its importance. Clapping is not a form of

appreciation acceptable in giving kudos to people during worship services. Hardly a practice for

Christians to follow. Not people, but God is to have our praise. The church had opportunity to study

this issue too but it was ignored by some and angered others who wished to bring worldly practices

in the church. As for “the One Project”; the elders including the pastor in question, was given

opportunity, nearly a year before it was published, to study into it’s spiritualistic underpinnings.

They all chose to remain uninformed even though a sister church promoted it’s meetings by their

attendance. Only when the pastor and elders chose to ignore their responsibility was it placed in

print by laity. Then the church paper editor was severely rebuked.

The Three Angels' Messages.--The proclamation of the first, second, and third

angels' messages has been located by the word of Inspiration. Not a peg or pin is to

be removed. No human authority has any more right to change the location of these

messages than to substitute the New Testament for the Old. The Old Testament is the

gospel in figures and symbols. The New Testament is the substance. One is as

essential as the other. The Old Testament presents lessons from the lips of Christ,

and these lessons have not lost their force in any particular. The first and second

messages were given in 1843 and 1844, and we are now under the proclamation of

the third; but all three of the messages are still to be proclaimed. It is just as

essential now as ever before that they shall be repeated to those who are seeking

for the truth. By pen and voice we are to sound the proclamation, showing their

order, and the application of the prophecies that bring us to the third angel's message.

There cannot be a third without the first and second. These messages we are to give

to the world in publications, in discourses, showing in the line of prophetic

history the things that have been, and the things that will be.--Manuscript 32,

1896.  {CW 26.2}

Questions: When is the last time your church gave these messages? How many “peg or pin” been

“removed”? Seriously, is only lip service being given? How many books are being read or sermons
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given from Calvinistic or emergent church sources thus changing the way we view the three angels

messages we were supposed to be giving? Are those red books being ignored in favor of the newest

fad?

We know back in 1995 “The Flickering Flame, Open Book, and Cross” hereafter known as the new

logo, was substituted for “The Three Angels logo”. Why was this new logo exchanged for “The

Three Angels logo”? Because it carries with it meaning few realize. First though, it may be helpful

to know where it came from. Back in the early 60's Vatican’s I & II had just finished and with it the

Catholic church put on  “a new look” to the world of her respectability. Along with her new face she

gave to the protestant world a gift in the form of a sign or symbol. It was “The Flickering Flame,

Open Book, and Cross” of which you will discover on most other denominations in its various forms

having those three marks.

It wasn’t until 1982 that this new logo was begun to be seen in various SDA denominational

correspondences. “So why then”, you may ask. It was that year our church leaders signed the BEM

document agreeing to [1] accept any form of Baptism, [2] accept and give permission to use the

Catholic Eucharist and [3] promising to Minister only to the unchurched, not steel sheep from other

denominations.

Now fast forward to the 1990 General Conference Session. A Catholic priest opened the session

with prayer. Since this didn’t give any outcry the 1995 Session stepped up the joining having a

Catholic Cardinal give both opening prayer and a short devotional. That wasn’t enough though. The

Catholic papal flag was placed center stage in recognition of their church. It was this same session

that the new Catholic logo was voted to be ours. Now we were just like most of the other protestants

in using the symbol given to her daughters in 1962. Is this important? Do you wish to honor the

beast power by using her insignia2?

Were we ever to change our “distinctive banner”? How long were we to carry “The Three Angels”

with us, have it as the symbol of God’s people?

This  distinctive banner  is to be borne through the world to the  close of probation. 

 6T p. 144

The proclamation of the first, second, and third angels’ messages, know where they

stand . . . They are to stand firm as a rock, holding the beginning of their

confidence steadfast unto the end.    MR vol. 17, p. 11-12

2 1 : a badge of authority or honor 2 : a distinguishing mark or sign  Merriam-Webster
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How is it that some excuse their use of the new logo? What is their thinking? For the answer all we

have to do is open those red books.

A company was presented before me under the name of Seventh-day Adventists,

who were advising that the banner or sign which makes us a distinctive people

should not be held out so strikingly; for they claimed it was not the best policy in

securing success to our institutions. This distinctive banner is to be borne through

the world to the close of probation.  2SM p.385

After you read the following, perhaps you will see we why we made issue of not accepting the

Catholic logo in favor of our “Three Angels Logo”. Was it that we just wanted to bring in disunity?

How could we convince any one of the elders or pastor, for they would not study with us. They

refused to do so. 

Those who took part in the establishment of our work upon a foundation of Bible
truth, those who know the way marks that have pointed out the right path, are to be
regarded as workers of the highest value. They can speak from personal experience,
regarding the truths entrusted to them. These men are not to permit their faith to be
changed to infidelity; they are not to permit the banner of the third angel to be
taken from their hands. They are to hold the beginning of their confidence firm unto
the end.  {2SM 389.4}

The proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages has been located

by the word of Inspiration. Not a peg or pin is to be removed. No human authority

has any more right to change the location of these messages.    CW p. 26

If we are not to remove a “peg or pin” or “change the location of these messages” how can we

exchange our insignia, our flag for another? Would the U.S. exchange her flag for the Mexican flag?

Would this not be changing “the location” of the message it stands for? Does one not “unsettle the

established faith of the body” by accepting the logo from Babylon? What is the “Woe” given in the

following?

“I saw a company who stood well-guarded and firm, giving no countenance to

those who would unsettle the established faith of the body. God looked upon them

with approbation. I was shown three steps,--the first, second, and third angels'

messages. Said my accompanying angel, "Woe to him who shall move a block or

stir a pin of these messages. The true understanding of these messages is of vital

importance.”   CW p. 53
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Are we going to be God’s chosen people and “raise aloft the banner” or raise the banner of another?

This symbol means more than giving lip service. It entails showing our sign, symbol, banner, flag

or insignia. The Three Angels was to stand so others could see in us “God’s denominated people”.

Perhaps some feel it is more important to us to be more like those around us? The Children of Israel

were of this mind. That lead them to choose an earthly king in place of God. Are we not doing

likewise? If you wish to give further study to the symbol God gave to us as Seventh-day Adventists,

and what we gave up by taking up the new logo you can find further information at:

https://db.tt/zYFz4JAT 

The third angel's message, embracing the messages of the first and second angels,

is the message for this time. We are to raise aloft the banner on which is

inscribed, "The commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. CH p. 357

In these last days the one who was once an exalted angel in the heavenly courts is to

take the philosophy of men under his training. The people of God are to guard

carefully against the seductive influence of the deceiver. They are to hold firmly

to the truths which called them out from the world, and led them to stand as

God's denominated people.    CW p. 109

Under the heading “ No True Message Fixes Time” we read this.

No one has a true message fixing the time when Christ is to come or not to come. Be

assured that God gives no one authority to say that Christ delays His coming five

years, ten years, or twenty years. "Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think

not the Son of man cometh" (Matthew 24:44). This is our message, the very

message that the three angels flying in the midst of heaven are proclaiming. The

work to be done now is that of sounding this last message of mercy to a fallen world.

A new life is coming from heaven and taking possession of all God's people. But

divisions will come in the church. Two parties will be developed. The wheat and

tares grow up together for the harvest.  {2SM 113.3} [Emphasis Mine]

The work will grow deeper and become more earnest to the very close of time. And

all who are laborers together with God will contend most earnestly for the faith

once delivered to the saints. They will not be turned from the present message,

which is already lightening the earth with its glory. Nothing is worth contending for

but the glory of God. The only rock that will stand is the Rock of Ages. The truth as

it is in Jesus is the refuge in these days of error. . . .  {2SM 114.1} [Emphasis Mine]
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Those same ones who attempt to ignore who we are, as a people, seem bent on accusing those

holding to the principles once give to us as alarmists thinking the world is nearing its end. Two

groups emerge from our origin, one thinking quite differently than the other with the one morphing

toward Babylon while the other are maintaining our roots. So how does all this work out? The

change artists are systematically removing from their churches historic Adventists. So how do “the

wheat and tares grow up together”? They walk in different paths. 

Can two walk together, except they be agreed? Amos 3:3

Yet we have the following instructions from Jesus.

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the

reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but

gather the wheat into my barn. Matt 13:30

The Historic Adventists are not tolerated in their churches. They can only stay if they promise not

to evangelize their brothers and sisters with truth. Otherwise they are being disfellowshipped.  Adam

Clark’s commentary has this insight.

Matthew 13:30 [Let both grow together] Though every minister of God should

separate from the church of Christ every incorrigible sinner, yet he should proceed

no further: the man is not to be persecuted in his body or goods, because he is not

sound in the faith-GOD tolerates him; so should men. False doctrines are against

God-he alone is the judge and punisher of them-man has no right to interfere in this

matter. They who burnt Vanini for atheism usurped the seat of judgment, and thus

proved themselves to be not less a diabolical seed than the person they thus, without

God's leave, hurried into eternity. MARY, Queen of England, of execrable memory,

and the inquisitorial tormentors she employed, were all of this diabolical sowing. See

more on this parable at Matt 13:37, etc.(from Adam Clarke's Commentary,

Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996, 2003, 2005, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All

rights reserved.)

Are those being put out of their churches “incorrigible sinners”? Who has the “false doctrines”? Our

own SDA Commentary on Matthew 13:30 has, in part, this to say:

Down through the centuries, and even today, many zealous, professed Christians

have thought it their duty to gather and burn, or otherwise persecute, those whom

they considered to be heretics. But Christ has never committed such a task to His

earthly representatives. This is not to say that the church should take no action with
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regard to those whose lives or teachings already reveal the fruitage of evil. But the

nature of such action is clearly set forth in the Scriptures (see on Matt. 18:15–20; cf.

Rom. 16:17; Titus 3:10, 11), and no man has the right to exceed the limits prescribed

or to attempt to carry out now what God has said He will do at the end of time.

Perhaps it would behoove us to look at the verses referenced.

Matt 18:15-17 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his

fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 

But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth

of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to

hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto

thee as an heathen man and a publican.

Is this being done? No, instead marginalizing is performed. There is no interest by mainstream

leadership to study issues. In our home church, local leadership refused to study the logo issue, the

nature of Christ, history and the works of our pioneers as well as the intrusions of spiritualism.

Rom 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and

offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

Historic Adventists are improperly marked as causing divisions. In reality they are holding the line

of truth against apostasy and being falsely accused of causing divisions. Instead those bringing in

the new theology and behavior are the guilty ones.

Titus 3:10-11 A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject;

Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.

So who is the “heretick”?

Prov 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are

the ways of death.

In removing those who are historic Adventists, the church is doing the cause of Satan’s work for

him. If the historic beliefs were followed, our churches would be flourishing in the truths once given

to us. By displaying the Catholic symbol, allegiance is being visibly displayed. The services that

were once reverent and worshipful have now been copied from the daughters of Babylon. Is the

church Babylon? No! However, it must grieve our Savior to see His church in apostasy as were the

Children of Israel. By studying history, we can see where we are and where we are headed. Those 
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1. What is our Goal and purpose?

Our goal, in this class, is to point to CHRIST through the  “Old Landmarks”  by sharing all

of the original doctrines given to us in our beginning, thereby exposing many of the winds of

doctrine that are blowing through Adventism that is destroying our faith, and a true understanding

of our heavenly King, Jesus Christ. The Leaders of God’s church 100 years ago knew more, and

understood more about being God’s remnant church, than we do today.

“I was shown the necessity of those who believe that we are having the last message of mercy,

being separate from those who are daily imbibing new errors. I saw that neither young nor old

should attend their meetings; for it is wrong to thus encourage them while they teach error that is

a deadly poison to the soul and teach for doctrines the commandments of men. The influence of

such gatherings is not good. If God has delivered us from such darkness and error, we should stand

fast in the liberty wherewith He has set us free and rejoice in the truth.” {Testimonies for the

Church No. 18 p. 126-147}

“We are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecies are fulfilling. The last

great conflict will be short, but terrible. Old controversies will be revived; new controversies will

arise. We have a great work to do. Our ministerial work must not cease. The last warning must be

given to the world. There is a special power in the presentation of the truth at the present time. How

long will it last?--Only a little while. If ever there was a crisis it is now. The inquiry of every one

should be, What am I? To whom do I owe allegiance? Is my heart renewed? Is my soul reformed?

Are my sins forgiven? Will they be blotted out when the time of refreshing shall come?”  {The

Gospel Herald May-14-1902}

“Few realize the dangerous character of the sentiments that we are having to meet. I have been

over the ground. I have been given plain words to speak concerning these specious, bewitching

sentiments. If they are not most decidedly met and reproved, souls will be lost. We cannot afford

ignoring Biblical history and that of our own church will find it a simple matter of expedience in

allowing the enemy of souls to maneuver churches off course. Without the rudder of historical

insight, the ship is adrift to accept every wind of doctrine. As you read the end note, remember it

was not tolerated by leadership at our home church, particularly Charles Brown the interim pastor.

Coming out of his chair he stated, “Do you think I can sit still and not say anything?”. We were

berated for our historic stand. As a church borrows from Babylonian sources she changes her

attitude and displays it. Thus the new logo is appropriate for the new beliefs and practices within

its walls.

Bill Eichner

________________________

End Note:
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to be deceived. We must point our people to the “old landmarks.”  We are to obtain strength and

courage from on high, that we may obey the command given me, “Meet it.”  {SpM 339.5}

“God has given me light regarding our periodicals. What is it?--He has said that the dead are

to speak. How?--Their works shall follow them. We are to repeat the words of the pioneers in our

work, who knew what it cost to search for the truth as for hidden treasure, and who labored to lay

the foundation of our work. They moved forward step by step under the influence of the Spirit of

God. One by one these pioneers are passing away. The word given me is, Let that which these men

have written in the past be reproduced.”  { R&H, May 25, 1905}

It is my prayer that God refresh us all at this time, after the upheavals that we all have been

through. You know the experience’s we’ve all had, each one of us in different ways. But having to

find our way through the morass of human interferences, human suggestions, and with some of

our failures and sins, just because people make some mistakes is not the reason to separate one

from another, we all want to stay on that FRIM PLATFORM  that makes us the Remnant People

who have a message to give. We all need to repent and confess our sins, and continue in the Truth,

this is where we will find our security, in that which was established at our beginning under the

Holy Spirit. We can find our way back again, and although we may fall at times, we will rise again

under this beautiful truth we stand for.

See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Generation_Theology for insight as to our historical

beliefs as taught by Sister White and our pioneers.

May we walk in the old paths and not refuse to see our need.

Jer 6:16 “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is

the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk

therein.”

God grant that we adhere to our beliefs as did our pioneers is our prayer and not follow the path

of ancient Israel.

Sincerely in Christ, 

     Your Brothers and Friend,                                                                                                

Mike Nicholson & Bill Eichner
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