
Salvation — How is it Gained? Once Gained, Can it be Lost?
Part Seven

There is one grand theme, that being the connection Jesus has with humanity. Without a proper
understanding here, souls will be lost for it is this connection with Jesus that shows us how to overcome
sin in our lives and be safe to save. This problem with sin and disobedience will not arise again, simply
because it will be overcome here. It has to become so distasteful to us, that those who are saved will not
want anything to do with it. We are promised in Nah 1:9 “What do ye imagine against the Lord? he will
make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time.”.

There are 1200 statements similar to the following one, 400 of which are from the Spirit of Prophecy
written under inspiration by Sister White herself.

 It was in the order of God that Christ should take upon himself the form and nature of
fallen man, that he might be made perfect through suffering, and himself endure the
strength of Satan's fierce temptations, that he might understand how to succor those who
should be tempted. {2SP 39.3} [Emphasis mine]

It is only as we begin to understand how Jesus lived that we can so live ourselves. When Jesus left this
earth, after His sojourn here, he sent us the Holy Spirit to give us the help we need in overcoming. We
needn’t be discouraged for we have been given the solution to the sin problem.

John 14:15-18 If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and
he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit
of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you
comfortless: I will come to you.

 
Upon those who keep the commandments of God the benediction is pronounced:
"Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city." They are "a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;" that they should show forth the praises of
Him who hath called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. The obedient are called
the just; they are drawn to the holy magnet, Jesus Christ; the holy attracts the holy. He
that is unjust will be unjust still. Character cannot then be made or transformed. The oil
of grace cannot be lent by one to another, neither have the foolish virgins time to buy oil
for themselves. The righteous are those who keep the commandments of God, and they
will be forever separated from the disobedient and unrighteous who trampled underfoot
the law of God. The pure ore and the dross will no longer commingle.  {TM 235.2}

Remember, the removal of sin transpires before Jesus returns, not at his return. Probation closes first for
those of us who have had the truth, Seventh-day Adventists, before those who have not had such precious
light. Judgment begins with leadership and extends from there. Notice who deliverance is given to.

1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if
it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?



The mark of deliverance has been set upon those “that sigh and that cry for all the
abominations that be done.” Now the angel of death goes forth, represented in Ezekiel's
vision by the men with the slaughtering weapons, to whom the command is given: “Slay
utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women; but come not near any
man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary.” Says the prophet, “They began
at the ancient men which were before the house.” [Ezekiel 9:1-6.] The work of
destruction begins among those who have professed to be the spiritual guardians of the
people. The false watchmen are the first to fall. There are none to pity or to spare. Men,
women, maidens, and little children perish together.  {GC88 656.2}

I have often heard the term “let go and let God”, meaning that we have very little to do with our own
salvation. This is a false assumption. We do have a work to do. This may offend some, but choice is
involved and a determination to attach to the gift Jesus would give us. In no way is this a works
orientated effort on our own. However, we must cooperate with the Holy Spirit or we will be lost. When
temptations come knocking at our door there is a decision to make. We must choose to request help for
we cannot overcome on our own but we can by choosing who’s side we are on.

Said the angel, God will gather every particle of true, sincere faith; like diamonds shall
they be gathered up and will surely bring a return or answer; and God will separate the
precious from the vile. Although He bears long with the hypocrite and sinner, yet he will
be searched out. Though he may flourish with the honest a while like the green bay tree,
yet the time will come when his folly will be made manifest, and he be brought to
confusion.  {18MR 250.1}

Said the angel, Shall He leave the poor, suffering saints, who are deceived, destitute
entirely of His Spirit? Oh no! I saw He would win and woo them, that if they clave to
Him and if they would listen to His voice, He would say to them, "This is the way; walk
ye in it."  {18MR 250.2}

. . . There would be truth or something from God to call for a decision, and the corrupt
would have no disposition to receive that call for a decision, but are separated from the
precious by the precious receiving this truth [that] by the others [was] neglected. Here is
the separation made. God will work in mysterious ways to save the true, honest ones. 
{18MR 250.3}

We have been so privileged to be called the sons and daughters of God. How can we neglect so great a
salvation? [See 1Jn 3:1-2, Heb 2:3] Why would we so demean the sacrifice Jesus provided for us by
denying the life he lived in humanity by taking our sinful nature. Sinful nature does not equate to being
a sinner. Perhaps this is where people misunderstand. We all have sinful natures. Even Jesus had the
same. The difference comes in the fact we act out our nature, forgetting to ask for help when tempted.
Jesus kept his connection continually alive and active. We don’t. That is the difference. We can though.
The provision has been made. We just need to partake of the free offering. Sin is a curse in our lives that
needn’t be there. Victory can be ours. That’s good news.
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