
Salvation — How is it Gained? Once Gained, Can it be Lost?
Part Six

Many read quotes from the Spirit of Prophecy and exclaim, “That was for a Brother or Sister in Ellen
White’s time. It was meant for specific people a long time ago, it’s not pertinent for us today. We’re
more enlightened today.” Why do you think these details were included in her writings? Was it just a
good exercise in enhancing her writing skills? Could it be that just maybe those are examples for us,
that their stories were meant to keep us from falling to similar potholes? As we read some of the
instructions that follow, let us make applications to ourselves. The same is true of stories in the Bible
also. If we believe them to be just good stories and don’t make applications we’ve missed the major
thrust of the discourse. Let’s take one example from Scripture to help us understand this principle better.

Our story starts in 1 Samuel chapter eight. As you read you will discover reasons the people demanded
a king to rule over them. However, the major reason was that they wanted to be like those other nations
that surrounded them. It is human nature to want to fit in, not to stand out. Let’s face it, no one likes to
be an oddball. But, this is not what God wished for Israel or, for that matter, us. We are to stand out and
to be different, just as He wanted for Israel. After all, we are modern Israel so it stands for reason the
things written for them should captivate our notice. Unfortunately, we have failed as miserably as did
they. Through Sister White’s instructions, we were not to have a man over us either. God was to be our
leader. Are you aware that we were to have a group of 25, with a chairman rotated every year and not
a general conference president?1 This is why we need to know and understand both ancient history and
our own history. Otherwise we fail to understand how we are supposed to conduct ourselves.

When  the understanding of knowing history was presented in a meeting, it was told us, “We don’t need
to  go back and look at history, we just need to move forward”. So, we keep dropping into the same
potholes causing our vehicle to desperately need a realignment. Our tires are wearing out and we don’t
even notice. If history is ignored we will not be capable of partaking of the protection God would have
for us. Why? Simply because we will be incapable of seeing the formula for success. It’s kind of like
missing your algebra classes then expecting to pass your test on what formulas to use in which
circumstances. When the “fiery trials” come we won’t have a clue what to do.

"And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold." The very
atmosphere is polluted with sin. Soon God's people will be tested by fiery trials, and the
great proportion of those who now appear to be genuine and true will prove to be base
metal. Instead of being strengthened and confirmed by opposition, threats, and abuse,
they will cowardly take the side of the opposers. The promise is: "Them that honor Me
I will honor." Shall we be less firmly attached to God's law because the world at large
have attempted to make it void?  {5T 136.1}

Amazing as it seems, some of those in the world notice that there is coming on the world strange events
they can’t explain while many in the church are going about their daily lives seemingly unaware the
world is coming to it’s end. It reminds me of those verses in 2 Peter 3:3-7.

1 New Book, Published by Review & Herald. Author: Benjamin McAuthor. “The
reorganization of 1901” pp. 97, 107 (GC bulletin April 18, 1901) E.G. White “No kingly power”.



 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. For this they
willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth
standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition
of ungodly men.

Already the judgments of God are abroad in the land, as seen in storms, in floods, in
tempests, in earthquakes, in peril by land and by sea. The great I AM is speaking to those
who make void His law. When God's wrath is poured out upon the earth, who will then
be able to stand? Now is the time for God's people to show themselves true to principle.
When the religion of Christ is most held in contempt, when His law is most despised,
then should our zeal be the warmest and our courage and firmness the most unflinching.
To stand in defense of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the
battles of the Lord when champions are few--this will be our test. At this time we must
gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty
from their treason. The nation will be on the side of the great rebel leader. {5T 136.2}

Can this be for us now, today? That was written over a 100 years ago and time is still moving forward.
Why should we think now is the time? Remember this one principle. With time, these events are more
intensified and the spacing of their sequence is closer together.

1 Thess 5:3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

The tares and wheat are now commingled, but then the one hand that alone can separate
them will give to everyone his true position. Those who have had the light of truth, and
heard the warning message, heard the invitation to the marriage supper--farmer,
merchant, lawyer, false shepherds who have quieted the convictions of the people,
unfaithful watchmen who have not sounded the warning or known the time of night--all
who have refused obedience to the laws of the kingdom of God, will have no right
therein. Those who have sought an excuse to avoid the cross of separation from the
world will, with the world, be taken in the snare. They mingled with the tares from
choice. Like drew to like in transgression. It is a fearful assimilation. Men choose to
stand with the first rebel, who tempted Adam and Eve in Eden to disobey God. The tares
multiply themselves, for they sow tares, and they have their part with the root of all
sin--the devil.  {TM 235.1}

This last quote was from Testimonies to Ministers. The point is, this was not written for the pastors of
other churches. It is time long past we stopped looking at others instead of looking at ourselves. We are
the ones God is speaking to! Reread it and make the application! Study history to know how we are to 
live in the present.
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