
Righteousness by Faith in Steps to Christ
by Bill Eichner

Introduction:

Two individuals were having a discussion. One said, “The best resource for the message of
Righteousness by Faith is Steps to Christ.  It is so clear and simple.” The other questioned, “Now
wait a minute. Are we speaking about the same subject here? What in Steps to Christ lays open
"Righteousness by Faith? Are you using the correct source?” Let’s explore Steps to Christ to find
the apparent disconnect between these two individuals. Is one right and the other wrong, or could
they both be correct but looking through different lenses?

As we explore each chapter, there are important segments that especially speak to us today. It is also
important to realize that this excellent little volume was not readily accepted by either evangelicals
or even Seventh-day Adventists, both at the time it was written and later. How could this possibly
be you may ask? Simply put, it didn’t fit the mind set of the evangelicals because they believed, as
do Catholics, that Jesus did NOT take man’s human nature1. Barnhouse and Martin both bristled at
this thought2. Could it be our own people didn’t wish to publish it because they weren’t ready for it
at the time of its publication either?

Before we begin to analyze Steps to Christ in light of “Righteousness by faith”, there are a couple
of excerpts from the exchange between these two individuals that may further aid in our
understanding of this subject matter.

When the message of Righteousness by Faith dawned on me, I was upset at first that
no one from the Adventist Schools, Adventist Church, or my home presented me
with this message.  However, did not my parents read to me extensively, did not the
schools education me in the Bible, did not the church have many sermons on the
topic?  Yes they did.  I realized, truth can be taught or transferred to another but, the
power of the Spirit is an individual matter and cannot be transferred by mere
informing.  That is what was missing for me.  I then saw the grace that surrounded
me from my youth until now.

1 It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man's
nature, even when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the
race had been weakened by four thousand years of sin. {DA 48.5} See also: Rom 8:3; Phil 2:7;
Heb 2:16, 17; Rom 1:3

2 Barnhouse and Martin were evangelicals who met with Seventh-day Adventist
leadership [1950's] in an attempt to understand SDA beliefs better. However, they believed it
gross error that Jesus was born with our “sinful nature”. Barnhouse and Martin, believed we are
born sinners. To them, it was offensive to believe Jesus could have had any part in our human
nature because human nature equaled a state of sin. It was stated that “Steps to Christ was error
in all its parts”. As you can see from the very first chapter Ellen White makes it clear Jesus took
our human nature. Hence, a reason for their objection.



And:

If you do not see the message of Righteousness by Faith in the pages of the book
Steps to Christ by EGW, I can then see why you have not heard the message of
Righteousness by Faith in not a single sermon in 25 years in the Adventist Church.

This leaves a few sizeable questions to be answered. Simply put, if Righteousness by Faith “is so
clear and simple,” then why was it years later before it was recognized by this individual? Could it
be that Righteousness by Faith has not been taught or preached from our schools and pulpits? If it
“is so simple” how could it have been so missed by both individuals, the one by claiming not to have
heard it and the other taking years for it to dawn on him? Now, let us begin to unpack the message
of Steps to Christ in light of Righteousness by Faith to see if it is there.

Chapter 1 - God’s Love for Man

He (Jesus) took man's nature, that He might reach man's wants.{SC 11.2}

By assuming human nature, Christ elevates humanity. Fallen men are placed where,
through connection with Christ, they may indeed become worthy of the name "sons
of God."  {SC 15.1}

The First Chapter can be summed up as expressed here:

Such love is without a parallel. Children of the heavenly King! Precious promise!
Theme for the most profound meditation! The matchless love of God for a world that
did not love Him! The thought has a subduing power upon the soul and brings the
mind into captivity to the will of God. The more we study the divine character in the
light of the cross, the more we see mercy, tenderness, and forgiveness blended with
equity and justice, and the more clearly we discern innumerable evidences of a love
that is infinite and a tender pity surpassing a mother's yearning sympathy for her
wayward child.  {SC 15.2}

Chapter 2 - The Sinner’s Need of Christ

In Chapter Two we find the reason for separation between God and man and why man needed a
Savior.

 But through disobedience, his powers were perverted, and selfishness took the place
of love. His nature became so weakened through transgression that it was impossible
for him, in his own strength, to resist the power of evil.  He was made captive by
Satan, and would have remained so forever had not God specially interposed. {SC
17.1}
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There must be a power working from within, a new life from above, before men can
be changed from sin to holiness. That power is Christ. His grace alone can quicken
the lifeless faculties of the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.  {SC 18.1}

Then the chapter ends with this:

Shall we not regard the mercy of God? What more could He do? Let us place
ourselves in right relation to Him who has loved us with amazing love. Let us avail
ourselves of the means provided for us that we may be transformed into His likeness,
and be restored to fellowship with the ministering angels, to harmony and
communion with the Father and the Son.  {SC 22.1}

How is it possible to avail ourselves of God’s power to remove, from us, this blight called sin? From
our “perverted” state, there is a change by “a power working from within” giving us the new “life
from above”. The questions begs to be asked; when is this transformation to take place so we can
“be restored to fellowship” and once again enjoy communion with heaven?

Chapter 3 - Repentance 

Now let us look at repentance in Chapter Three.

Repentance includes sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. We shall not
renounce sin unless we see its sinfulness; until we turn away from it in heart, there
will be no real change in the life.  {SC 23.2}

He [the sinner] sees the love of God, the beauty of holiness, the joy of purity; he
longs to be cleansed and to be restored to communion with Heaven.  {SC 24.2}

David’s repentance3 is quoted, then Sister White writes this:

A repentance such as this, is beyond the reach of our own power to accomplish; it is
obtained only from Christ, who ascended up on high and has given gifts unto men. 

            [26]  {SC 25.1}

3 See Ps 51:1-14
Note: In Ps 51:5 we are speaking of Natural tendencies or the pull toward sinning, the temptation
not the sin. Literally every commentary are either favorable of Original Sin or at best cloudy in
their handling of the subject matter. The Seventh-day Adventist Church is the only denomination
having a correct understanding toward the nature of man in relation to Jesus’ human nature. Even
among us this correct understanding is rapidly disappearing. For the first 100 years of our
presence we taught and understood Jesus as having our human nature. It was only after Questions
on Doctrines (hereafter refered to as QOD) that began to change. .  Ps 51:5 is likely the verse
most used to bolster the argument of Original Sin. 
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It is true that repentance does precede the forgiveness of sins; for it is only the broken
and contrite heart that will feel the need of a Saviour. But must the sinner wait till he
has repented before he can come to Jesus? Is repentance to be made an obstacle
between the sinner and the Saviour?  {SC 26.1}

Then the answer comes.

We can no more repent without the Spirit of Christ to awaken the conscience than we
can be pardoned without Christ.  {SC 26.2}

The sinner may resist this love, may refuse to be drawn to Christ; but if he does not
resist he will be drawn to Jesus; a knowledge of the plan of salvation will lead him
to the foot of the cross in repentance for his sins, which have caused the sufferings
of God's dear Son. [ 28] {SC 27.2}

When he [the sinner] saw the spiritual nature of the law, sin appeared in its true
hideousness, and his self-esteem was gone. {SC 29.3}

Pride (self-esteem), while it may not be as outwardly  easily seen, is considered one of the worst sins
to God. Why? Because it is not easily recognized by the sinner. Only as self is compared with Jesus
is pride made obvious. Now let’s connect pride with indulgence and see how it affects us.

Every sinful indulgence strengthens the soul's aversion to God. {SC 34.1}

What is it that the Holy Spirit places upon our minds to help us recognize our need for our Saviour? 
Notice the encouragement and how God intercedes for us. We are powerless to accomplish this by
human power. If not for the aid of the heavenly trio, God the Father, Christ, and the Holy Spirit, we
would never have a chance of salvational reconciliation.

 As you see the enormity of sin, as you see yourself as you really are, do not give up
to despair. It was sinners that Christ came to save. We have not to reconcile God to
us, but--O wondrous love!--God in Christ is "reconciling the world unto Himself."
2 Corinthians 5:19. He is wooing by His tender love the hearts of His erring children.
{SC 35.3}

Summing up chapter three: it could be stated that everyone needs to repent to be cleansed. Yet, even
repentance is given us by God for we cannot even repent without the Holy Spirit’s prompting. As
with the ending of chapter two, the lingering question still remains: When is this transformation to
take place so we can “be restored to fellowship” and once again enjoy communion with heaven?
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Chapter 4 - Confession

There are several steps in confession. [1] If we offend someone, we are to acknowledge our wrong
then seek their forgiveness. It is then the duty of the offended one to forgive us. [2] We are then to
ask God for forgiveness because that wounded person is God’s property. [3] “The case is brought
before the only true Mediator, our great High Priest, who ‘was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin,’ and who is ‘touched with the feeling of our infirmities,’ and is able to cleanse from
every stain of iniquity. Hebrews 4:15.” {SC 37.3} Point #3 can be further broken down into parts.
A. Christ is our “Mediator, our great High Priest”. B. Tempted as we are “yet without sin”. C.
Cleanse us so we are no longer sinning. Point #3 is the true Righteousness by Faith we hear so little
about in our churches today.

There are conditions for acceptance. [1] Humbling our “souls before God in acknowledging” our
“guilt”. [2] Repentance and confession. [3] Abhorring our iniquity without which “we have never
truly sought for the forgiveness of sin” and find no peace with God. [4] No remission of past sins
without humbling our hearts complying “with the conditions of the words of truth”. This can only
be accomplished by the aid of the Holy Spirit. Still, the choice must be ours. See {SC 37.4}

All sins are to be acknowledged specifically and to the point. There are two different types [1]
Individual, confessed to the individual, and [2] Public, confessed in public. See {SC 38.1}

Confession will not be acceptable to God without sincere repentance and
reformation. There must be decided changes in the life; everything offensive to God
must be put away. This will be the result of genuine sorrow for sin. The work that we
have to do on our part is plainly set before us: "Wash you, make you clean; put away
the evil of your doings from before Mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow." Isaiah
1:16, 17. [40] {SC 39.1}

The partial paragraph just quoted is of so much importance. What does repentance have to do with
reformation? Actually, another way of expressing this is: if we do not see reformation, it is because
there has been no true repentance. Instead, we see corporate moving away from that which our
founding fathers and mothers taught through the Holy Spirit’s leading. This is why I made the
statement: “In the last 25 or more years, I have not heard one sermon on the subject from within the
Church.” Instead, we keep leaning more and more toward our culture, the model of other protestant
churches and borrowing from them programs, sermons, and ideas.

The examples in God's word of genuine repentance and humiliation reveal a spirit of
confession in which there is no excuse for sin or attempt at self-justification.{SC
41.1}

I encourage you to read the remainder of this paragraph where Paul does not try to excuse his past
behavior. Neither can we as individuals or corporately continue to do so. Only as we admit our
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faults, go back and truly repent can we expect to be lead forward by God. It seems everyone who
attempts reformation in the Church is marginalized. Even Sister White was sent to Australia because
the leadership of her time grew tired of God’s instructions presented through her. Again, the question
rises: when are we to be transformed? The Church Militant becoming the Church Triumphant, needs
to be sought.

Chapter 5 - Consecration

Chapter five takes us deeper into how the human will can be merged into God’s will. Jesus came to
save us from our sins, not in them. It is His purpose that sin cease in the life, that we begin making
right choices now, not sometime in the future. Notice the freedom that has been provided to us from
sin. There can never be harmony between sin and heaven.

Rom 6 14 - 18 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law,
but under grace. What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but
under grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then
made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

God desires to heal us, to set us free. But since this requires an entire transformation,
a renewing of our whole nature, we must yield ourselves wholly to Him.  {SC 43.2}

This last paragraph speaks to yielding while the next two speak about the battle against self. The
answer and secret to success is surrendering and allowing God to renew us. Free choice is involved.

The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. The yielding of
self, surrendering all to the will of God, requires a struggle; but the soul must submit
to God before it can be renewed in holiness.  {SC 43.3}

The government of God is not, as Satan would make it appear, founded upon a blind
submission, an unreasoning control. . . . God does not force the will of His creatures. 
[44] It remains for us to choose whether we will be set free from the bondage of sin,
to share the glorious liberty of the sons of God.  {SC 43.4}

What are we to “give up?” What is it that separates us from Jesus? What is it that we are so
unwilling to part with? What makes us believe this is to be done at some later time?

In giving ourselves to God, we must necessarily give up all that would separate us
from Him. Hence the Saviour says, "Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all
that he hath, he cannot be My disciple." Luke 14:33. Whatever shall draw away the
heart from God must be given up. Mammon is the idol of many. The love of money,
the desire for wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Satan. Reputation and
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worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom
from responsibility is the idol of others. But these slavish bands must be broken. We
cannot be half the Lord's and half the world's. We are not God's children unless we
are such entirely. {SC 44.1}

A profession of Christ without this deep love is mere talk, dry formality, and heavy
drudgery.  {SC 44.2}

In reality, we would be happier if we made a choice for Jesus now instead of trying to keep one foot
in the world and one in the church, thinking we are going through because it is said the church will
eventually triumph. The secret to success may well lie within the next couple of paragraphs, for can
we really sin while looking at the humiliation of Jesus?

Can we look upon Him whom our sins have pierced, and yet be willing to do despite
to all His love and sacrifice? In view of the infinite humiliation of the Lord of glory,
shall we murmur because we can enter into life only through conflict and
self-abasement?  {SC 45.1}

"He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors." Isaiah 53:12. {SC 45.2}

Then, is the Christian life to be set in drudgery? Why is it so difficult to let Jesus have control? Who
better knows what is for our best good than our Creator?

God does not require us to give up anything that it is for our best interest to retain.
In all that He does, He has the well-being of His children in view. Would that all who
have not chosen Christ might realize that He has something vastly better to offer
them than they are seeking for themselves. Man is doing the greatest injury and
injustice to his own soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the will of God. No real
joy can be found in the path forbidden by Him who knows what is best and who
plans for the good of His creatures. The path of transgression is the path of misery
and destruction.  {SC 46.2}

Some may ask: Look where I came from, surely the Lord doesn’t expect me to stop sinning, does
He? Notice that He doesn’t leave us where He finds us. What a promise to cling to.

The world's Redeemer accepts men as they are, with all their wants, imperfections,
and weaknesses; and He will not only cleanse from sin and grant redemption through
His blood, but [47] will satisfy the heart-longing of all who consent to wear His yoke,
to bear His burden. It is His purpose to impart peace and rest to all who come to Him
for the bread of life. He requires us to perform only those duties that will lead our
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steps to heights of bliss to which the disobedient can never attain. The true, joyous
life of the soul is to have Christ formed within, the hope of glory.  {SC 46.3}

Many are inquiring, "How am I to make the surrender of myself to God?" You desire
to give yourself to Him, but you are weak in moral power, in slavery to doubt, and
controlled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and resolutions are like
ropes of sand. You cannot control your thoughts, your impulses, your affections. The
knowledge of your broken promises and forfeited pledges weakens your confidence
in your own sincerity, and causes you to feel that God cannot accept you; but you
need not despair. What you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is
the governing power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice.
Everything depends on the right action of the will. The power of choice God has
given to men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your heart, you cannot of
yourself give to God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. You can give
Him your will; He will then work in you to will and to do according to His good
pleasure. Thus your whole nature will be brought under the control of the Spirit of
Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony
with Him.  {SC 47.1}

How does Jesus understand the “force of the will”? Because he had our nature. He experienced it
firsthand. Remember from the beginning our study we discovered He was born with and lived in our
nature His whole life on this earth, yet without sin. This is extremely important. This is where SDA
theology separates so greatly from that of other Christian denominations. Notice how the will or
choice God gave to us cannot be self controlled. However, because Jesus went through life here on
this earth, as we must, He shows us how we also can be victorious over sin by allowing the Holy
Spirit to direct us as it directed Jesus. Jesus was submissive to His Father through the aid of the third
person of the Godhead. You see, the other churches do not believe sin can be extinguished in the life
so sinning will, according to them, be with us until Jesus returns. However, that is a death sentence
because when Jesus steps out of the Most Holy Place, there will be no more forgiveness for sins
committed. Those continuing in sin will be lost. [See Rev. 22:11.]

Desires for goodness and holiness are right as [48] far as they go; but if you stop
here, they will avail nothing. Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be
Christians. They do not come to the point of yielding the will to God. They do not
now choose to be Christians.  {SC 47.2}

Through the right exercise of the will, an entire change may be made in your life. By
yielding up your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all
principalities and powers. You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast,
and thus through constant surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life,
even the life of faith.  {SC 48.1}
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How much plainer can the plan of salvation be? Sin must go. Can we do it on our own, in our
weakened state? No! However, the plan is in place. All we have to do is follow it. Many do not
understand what sin is further complicating the problem. We’ll be sure to cover this before we finish
this study.

Chapter 6 - Faith and Acceptance

Harmony with God was broken in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve made a conscious choice
to disobey. Ever since then, the God Trio (three in one) has been doing everything in their power to
rectify the situation and bring humans back into harmony with themselves. Chapter Six gives us the
scope of our helplessness and God’s ability to heal and save us.

The Holy Spirit enables us to detect “the evil of sin, of its power, its guilt, its woe” and view sin with
“abhorrence”. As with quicksand, the more we struggle, the more helpless our situation  becomes.
We want out but without a power outside ourselves we are powerless, of ourselves, to be freed. Yet
we are not left without hope. Help is freely offered as a gift without price or human effort.  All that
is needed is for us to “reach out” our hands then “a new heart” will be given us, “a new spirit” placed
within. See SC 49.1-2

A gift awaits us but on condition of our accepting it. Even the desire for this gift is given to us but
we are left with a choice to accept or reject the gift. This desire is placed within us from the third
person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit. We can still reject Him but if we don’t He will give us power
outside ourselves. But what are these conditions of this gift? They are: [1] confess our sins, [2]
resolve to give ourselves to God, [3] ask Him to wash away our sins and give us a new heart, [4]
believe He does it. As you see, we humans are left to make choices. God never created us to be
automatons. This is why sin must be dealt with before Jesus comes back. Our characters must be
developed now against sin and sinning. [See SC 49.3] The alternative is not attractive. [See EW
295.1]

Jesus paid our redemption with His own life. He owns us but we can escape, if we wish. What pain
it must cause our dear Savior when we sin. Must we meet a certain standard before we come to
Jesus? No, if that were the case we would never be good enough. We come to Him as we are but
thankfully, He doesn’t leave us there. What strength do we have of our own? None! Are we willing
to avail ourselves of Jesus’ help?

None are so sinful that they cannot find strength, purity, and righteousness in Jesus,
who died for them. He is waiting to strip them of their garments stained and polluted
with sin, and to put upon them the white robes of righteousness; He bids them live
and not die.  {SC 52.3}

Thankfully, “God does not deal with us as finite men deal with one another.” . . . “let him return unto
the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” {SC
53.1} Some look at the Father as stern and Jesus as our pal. Both are misguided. “Our heavenly

-9-



Father hates sin, but He loves the sinner, and He gave Himself in the person of Christ, that all who
would might be saved and have eternal blessedness in the kingdom of glory. What stronger or more
tender language could have been employed than He has chosen in which to express His love toward
us?”  {SC 54.2}

Jesus lives to make intercession for us. Thank God for the gift of His dear Son and
pray that He may not have died for you in vain. The Spirit invites you today. Come
with your whole heart to Jesus, and you may claim His blessing.  {SC 54.3}

  
As you read the promises, remember they are the expression of unutterable love and
pity. The great heart of Infinite Love is drawn toward the sinner with boundless
compassion. "We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins."
Ephesians 1:7. Yes, only believe that God is your helper. He wants to restore His
moral image in man. As you draw near to Him with confession and repentance, He
will draw near to you with mercy and forgiveness.  {SC 55.1}

And so ends chapter six. Everything God could ever do to save us is being done. All that is expected
of us is our cooperation. If we don’t resist, He will draw us to Himself. May we not resist as did the
Jews of His day. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, [thou] that killest the prophets, and stonest them which
are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under [her] wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.”
Matthew 23:37-38. Could we be repeating the history of Israel’s resistance by rejecting knowledge
as they did? See Hosea 4:6.

Look for Part II next week.
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