
Part II

Chapter 7 - The Test of Discipleship

Note: All emphasis supplied.

The very first item in the discussion of discipleship is character development.

While we cannot do anything to change our hearts or to bring ourselves into harmony
with God; while we must not trust at all to ourselves or our good works, our lives
will reveal whether the grace of God is dwelling within us. A change will be seen in
the character, the habits, the pursuits. {SC 57.2}

It is more than a little interesting that outward appearance is not necessarily an indication of a heart
change. “A selfish heart may perform generous actions. By what means, then, shall we determine
whose side we are on?”  {SC 58.1} Only the person and God really knows what is happening within. 

Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts? Of whom do we love to converse?
Who has our warmest affections and our best energies? If we are Christ's, our
thoughts are with Him, and our sweetest thoughts are of Him. All we have and are
is consecrated to Him. We long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do His will, and
please Him in all things.  {SC 58.2}

Self must be laid aside. Someone once stated that our whole outlook on salvation needs to be
revised. Instead of spending concern on being saved, we should be striving to vindicate God’s
character to others. Instead of salvation being about us, make it about Him. When our priorities are
correct our own salvation will be taken care of.

It is true that there may be an outward correctness of deportment without the
renewing power of Christ. The love of influence and the desire for the esteem of
others may produce a well-ordered life. Self-respect may lead us to avoid the
appearance of evil. A selfish heart may perform generous actions. By what means,
then, shall we determine whose side we are on?  {SC 58.1}

“Whose side we are on?” is a very pertinent question indeed. The answer is supplied in the next
paragraph. “ If we are Christ's, our thoughts are with Him, and our sweetest thoughts are of Him. All
we have and are is consecrated to Him. We long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do His will,
and please Him in all things.” {SC 58.2} Again the focus is off our own salvation, “Am I saved?”
and instead on the vindication of God’s character. What is the evidence seen in the life?

There is no evidence of genuine repentance unless it works reformation. If he restore
the pledge, give again that he had robbed, confess his sins, and love God and his
fellow men, the sinner may be sure that he has passed from death unto life.  {SC
59.1}



Perhaps we can see a clue as to WHY we do not see reformation in our churches. A heart change must
precede reformation, whether in the individual or the Church body itself. Too often we are inclined
to get the proverbial cart before the horse. A successful outcome looks like this: “Every burden is
light, for the yoke that Christ imposes is easy. Duty becomes a delight, and sacrifice a pleasure.”{SC
59.2}

Again we see, in the following, the true motivation of putting the vindication of God first. If we
understand correctly the order of love, as exampled by Jesus, we will have prioritized salvation by
another means than is normally thought of in today’s world. There will be no need to question “Am
I saved?” as seen in much of Christendom today. The emphasis for self is replaced by our love for
God.

The loveliness of the character of Christ will be seen in His followers. It was His
delight to do the will of God. Love to God, zeal for His glory, was the controlling
power in our Saviour's life. Love beautified and ennobled all His actions. Love is of
God. . . . This love, cherished in the soul, sweetens the life and sheds a refining
influence on all around.  {SC 59.3}

Another principle given is that we are helpless to change ourselves. There is no self work that can
save anyone. However, many in attempting to downplay good works in the life, neglect to realize
that while works don’t save anyone, works will be seen in Jesus’ people. Notice the motive.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven. Matthew 5:16

 If our hearts are renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the
soul, will not the law of God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is
implanted in the heart, when man is renewed after the image of Him that created him,
the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, "I will put My laws into their hearts, and in
their minds will I write them." Hebrews 10:16. And if the law is written in the heart,
will it not shape the life? Obedience--the service and allegiance of love--is the true
sign of discipleship. Thus the Scripture says, "This is the love of God, that we keep
His commandments." "He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." 1 John 5:3; 2:4. Instead of
releasing man from obedience, it is faith, [61] and faith only, that makes us partakers
of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render obedience.  {SC 60.2}

We do not earn salvation by our obedience; for salvation is the free gift of God, to
be received by faith. But obedience is the fruit of faith. {SC 61.1}

We live in world where a sin and live mentality is promoted. How many times we hear, “We’ll be
sinning until Jesus comes.” How can Jesus come if we are so impertinent as to believe we can sin
without consequence. Perhaps we are delaying his coming by our continued sin. The sanctuary is
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being cleansed from sin. We are to be cleansed from sin, have sin removed from us. Never has there
been a time in history like ours. In times past sins were forgiven. Since Jesus moved into the Most
Holy Place in Heaven his duties have changed from primarily forgiving sins to removing them.
When He moves out of the Most Holy Place all cases will be decided, there will be no more
forgiving. See Rev 22:11. There must be a cessation of sin before Jesus’ return for those whose who
wish to be saved. This is not a trivial matter but one of salvational implications. Examine the
sanctuary model.

The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has been,--just what it was in
Paradise before the fall of our first parents,--perfect obedience to the law of God,
perfect righteousness. If eternal life were granted on any condition short of this, then
the happiness of the whole universe would be imperiled. The way would be open for
sin, with all its train of woe and misery, to be immortalized.  {SC 62.1}

To understand all of the ramifications of salvation let us examine several clips from our study. The
first speaks to our past sins.

It was possible for Adam, before the fall, to form a righteous character by obedience
to God's law. But he failed to do this, and because of his sin our natures are fallen and
we cannot make ourselves righteous. . . . Christ has made a way of escape for us. He
lived on earth amid trials and temptations such as we have to meet. He lived a sinless
life. He died for us, and now He offers to take our sins and give us His righteousness.
If you give yourself to Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your life
may have been, for His sake you are accounted righteous. Christ's character stands
in place of your character, and you are accepted before God just as if you had not
sinned. {SC 62.2}

Now note how Jesus deals with our sins in the present. This is helpful to know how to get rid of
those sins that so easily beset us. [See Heb 12:1.] Jesus forgives. Yes! But to limit Him to
forgiveness only is a disservice to Him. Do we not believe he can cleanse us, make us whole, prevent
sin from being a part of our lives? [See 2 Pet 2:4.]

More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides in your heart by faith. You are
to maintain this connection with Christ by faith and the continual surrender of
your will to Him; and so long as you do this, He will work in you to will and to
do [63] according to His good pleasure. . . .  "The life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for
me." Galatians 2:20. Then with Christ working in you, you will manifest the
same spirit and do the same good works --works of righteousness, obedience. 
{SC 62.3}
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Where the heart is yielded to Him, the affections fixed upon Him, there is faith--faith
that works by love and purifies the soul. Through this faith the heart is renewed in the
image of God. {SC 63.2}

If you will but yield yourself to Him, He that hath begun a good work in you will
carry it forward to the day of Jesus Christ. Pray more fervently; believe more fully.
As we come to distrust our own power, let us trust the power of our Redeemer, and
we shall praise Him who is the health of our countenance.  {SC 64.1}

The closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty you will appear in your own eyes; for
your vision will be clearer, and your imperfections will be seen in broad and distinct
contrast to His perfect nature. This is evidence that Satan's delusions have lost their 
[65] power; that the vivifying influence of the Spirit of God is arousing you.  {SC
64.2}

Yet, we must not be discouraged if we fall. Immediately reach heavenward to Jesus for forgiveness
and strength to overcome. The temptations that come will lessen as we choose Jesus to do battle for
us. It is fitting we end this chapter with this last paragraph.

The less we see to esteem in ourselves, the more we shall see to esteem in the infinite
purity and loveliness of our Saviour. A view of our sinfulness drives us to Him who
can pardon; and when the soul, realizing its helplessness, reaches out after Christ, He
will reveal Himself in power. The more our sense of need drives us to Him and to the
word of God, the more exalted views we shall have of His character, and the more
fully we shall reflect His image.  {SC 65.2}

Chapter 8 - Growing Up Into Christ

Unless a man is "born from above," he cannot become a partaker of the life which
Christ came to give. {SC 67.2}

We are totally dependent upon God for our spiritual growth just as the plant is for its physical
growth. In comparing us with plants, we must be nourished for proper growth whether physical or
spiritual.

The child, grows by receiving from its surroundings that which ministers to its life
--air, sunshine, and food. {SC 67.3}

As the flower turns to the sun, that the bright beams may aid in perfecting its beauty
and symmetry, so should we turn to the Sun of Righteousness, that heaven's light may
shine upon us, that our character may be developed into the likeness of Christ.  {SC
68.2}
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In other words we are speaking of character development. How do we develop a Godly character? 
Perhaps when we put ourselves in places where we can spiritually grow, by reading, studying,
observing and listening to the words of truth we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit’s leading. Is this
not abiding in Jesus?

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.  I am the vine, ye [are] the branches:
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without
me ye can do nothing. John 15:4-5.

Apart from Him [Jesus] you have no life. You have no power to resist temptation or
to grow in grace and holiness. Abiding in Him, you may flourish. Drawing your life
from Him, you will not wither nor be fruitless. You will be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water.  {SC 68.3}

We do a disservice to Jesus when we have opportunity to increase in spiritual strength and continue
to ignore a calling to learn more of His will for us. The same is true with our witnessing. If we have
a chance to bring salvational knowledge to others and refuse to do so we are responsible for those
actions. Those who could know and refuse are then left accountable for their own actions. Could it
be that many are likened to the story in Acts 13, particularly vs. 40-52  concerning Paul and
Barnabas?

Jesus says, "Without Me ye can do nothing." Our growth in grace, our joy, our
usefulness,--all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him,
daily, hourly,--by abiding in Him, --that we are to grow in grace.{SC 69.1}

Many have the mistaken idea that grace is for forgiveness only. Here we see that grace is much more
and assists us to form a Christlike character without sin in the life.

"The just shall live by faith." Colossians 2:6; Hebrews 10:38. You gave yourself to
God, to be His wholly, to serve and obey Him, and you took Christ as your Saviour.
You could not yourself atone for your sins or change your heart; but having given 
[70] yourself to God, you believe that He for Christ's sake did all this for you. By
faith you became Christ's, and by faith you are to grow up in Him--by giving and
taking. You are to give all,--your heart, your will, your service,--give yourself to Him
to obey all His requirements; and you must take all,--Christ, the fullness of all
blessing, to abide in your heart, to be your strength, your righteousness, your
everlasting helper,--to give you power to obey.  {SC 69.2}

What is the secret to a successful life in Christ? Just how do we stay on track? Maybe the “we” is
the problem? “We” can do nothing without Him, yet there is something for us to do. Choosing and
submitting, giving our will to Him. When and how often do we choose Jesus?
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Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; make this your very first work. Let your
prayer be, "Take me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay all my plans at Thy feet. Use me
today in Thy service. Abide with me, and let all my work be wrought in Thee." This
is a daily matter. Each morning consecrate yourself to God for that day. Surrender all
your plans to Him, to be carried out or given up as His providence shall indicate.
Thus day by day you may be giving your life into the hands of God, and thus your life
will be molded more and more after the life of Christ.  {SC 70.1}

This implies an ongoing walk throughout the day. “Abide”1 by definition is a continuing process. A
closer look at footnote #1 may be helpful here.

A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there
should be an abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in yourself; it is in Christ. Your
weakness is united to His strength, your ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His
enduring might. So you are not to look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon
self, but look to Christ. Let the mind dwell upon His love, upon the beauty, the
perfection, of His character. Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His humiliation,
Christ in [71] His purity and holiness, Christ in His matchless love --this is the
subject for the soul's contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying Him, depending
wholly upon Him, that you are to be transformed into His likeness.  {SC 70.2}

Let’s break this paragraph down. Points to consider: [1] Restfulness in Christ, [2] no ecstasy, [3]
hope and strength only in Christ, [4] minds to dwell on Jesus, [5] practice of self-denial and
humiliation, [6] by beholding Jesus we become transformed into His likeness.

When we think of rest we think of relaxation or even sleeping. Is this what Sister White was
speaking about here? No, for she writes; “This rest is not found in inactivity;” {SC 71.1} What then
is this rest? “Take My yoke2 upon you: . . . and ye shall find rest." Matthew 11:29. Basically, we are
united to and team up with Christ. The two, He and we together make the burden light; thus, we find
rest from self works that gets us nowhere.

When the mind dwells upon self, it is turned away from Christ, the source of strength
and life. Hence it is Satan's constant effort to keep the attention diverted from the
Saviour and thus prevent the union and communion of the soul with Christ. The
pleasures of the world, life's cares and perplexities and sorrows, the faults of others,
or your own faults and imperfections--to any or all of these he will seek to divert the

1 Abide: to endure without yielding;  to remain stable or fixed in a state;
to continue in a place [Merriam-Webster]

2 Yoke: a wooden bar or frame by which two draft animals (as oxen) are joined at the
heads or necks for working together [Merriam-Webster]
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mind. Do not be misled by his devices. . . . [72] He will bring you off more than
conqueror through Him that has loved you.  {SC 71.2}

The mind is a powerful tool. It can be used for good or evil. There are many distractions to think
about. The secret is to keep our focus on Jesus. Who is it that aids us in this accomplishment? In
Jesus’ own words:  “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:” John 15:26 Again
here we see the Heavenly Trio in cohort together, something “the Jesus Only movement” seeks to
overlook. One other point we are seeing in the “movements” coming into our Church is again
dispelled by the following quote. As you read, see if you can capture the thought. This paragraph is
so important I quoted it in its entirety.

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie
of love that can never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan
will constantly present allurements to induce us to break this tie--to choose to
separate ourselves from Christ. Here is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray,
that nothing may entice us to choose another master; for we are always free to do this.
But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, and He will preserve us. Looking unto
Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. In constantly beholding
Him, we "are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit
of the Lord." 2 Corinthians 3:18.  {SC 72.1}

Let us unpack what is stated here by inspiration. [1] “Christ took human nature”. [2] Why? “He
bound humanity to Himself.” [3] What “allurements “ does Satan present “to break this tie”? [4] Our
choice to “separate ourselves from Christ”. This is such an important point we must deal with it here.
If we deny the fact that Jesus took another nature (the nature of Adam before he fell) we are breaking
our tie with Jesus. Huge implication exists for if Jesus is not tied to us we don’t have a way out of
the mess we’re in and we’ll keep right on sinning thinking it doesn’t matter. It does matter and we’ll
be lost while thinking we are saved.

Notice how the disciples connected to Jesus. They felt their need and followed Him who gave them
their perfect example.

Day by day his [John’s] heart was drawn out toward Christ, until he lost sight of self
in love for his Master. His resentful, ambitious temper was yielded to the molding
power of Christ. The regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit renewed his heart. The
power of the love of Christ wrought a transformation of character. This is the sure
result of union with Jesus. When Christ abides in the heart, the whole nature is
transformed. Christ's Spirit, His love, softens the heart, subdues the soul, and raises
the thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.  {SC 73.1}

Does this indicate the sin and live mentality we see so much of today? No it doesn’t! We see, in the
disciples, a transformation of character. Our focus is off of self and onto Christ. As the Holy Spirit

-7-



moves upon the heart we become changed now, not at Jesus’ coming. If we wait until He comes it
will be forever too late! The time is NOW.

It is fitting we close this chapter with these words. Pay particular attention to the “union” for this
“union” and abiding in the Heavenly Trio is how Jesus kept from sinning and how we can do the
same. Our cooperation with Them, our decision to follow Their lead must be our goal. If we do not
know the ministry of Jesus in the Heavenly Sanctuary now (from 1844 onward), it is essential to
study HOW God has lead our Seventh-day Adventist denomination to come out of apostate
Protestantism and into the truths only we, as a people have. You see, Jesus is performing a work of
sealing, of removing sin from us. To do less would perpetuate sin. Satan has said Jesus cannot have
a sinless people. Jesus said He can have a sinless people. It is up to us to vindicate Jesus’ Word,
proving Satan a liar. It is upon this point, I believe, that we are not now in Heaven. We haven’t taken
seriously our responsibility.

Jesus prayed for us, and He asked that we might be one with Him, even as He is one
with the Father. What a union is this! The Saviour has said of Himself, "The Son can
do nothing of Himself;" "the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works." John
5:19; 14:10. Then if Christ is dwelling in our hearts, He will work in us "both to will
and to do of His good pleasure." Philippians 2:13. We shall work as He worked; we
shall manifest the same spirit. And thus, loving Him and abiding in Him, we shall
"grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ." Ephesians 4:15. 
{SC 75.2}

Chapter 9 - The Work and the Life

The basic message of this chapter is our work with and for others. Perhaps a better way of putting
it would be “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” Phil
2:13 Notice this first quote is inclusive of the work angels do. Not only is the God Trio working in
our behalf but literally all of Heaven. How much energy has been expended upon fallen humans!
How only can we cooperate with Heaven?

So angels are ever engaged in working for the happiness of others. This is their joy.
That which selfish hearts would regard as humiliating service, ministering to those
who are wretched and in every way inferior in character and rank, is the work of
sinless angels. The spirit of Christ's self-sacrificing love is the spirit that pervades
heaven and is the very essence of its bliss. This is the spirit that Christ's followers
will possess, the work that they will do.  {SC 77.2}

What is the driving force? “When the love of Christ is enshrined in the heart, like sweet fragrance
it cannot be hidden.” {SC 77.3}
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The Saviour's life on earth was not a life of ease and devotion to Himself, but He
toiled with persistent, earnest, untiring effort for the salvation of lost mankind. . . .
Self and self-interest had no part in His labor.  {SC 78.1}

As our example, Jesus once again shows us how. It is by “persistent untiring effort” leaving “self-
interest” out of the process.

So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ will be ready to make any
sacrifice, that others for whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will do all
they can to make the world better for their stay in it. This spirit is the sure outgrowth
of a soul truly converted. No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his
heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus;
the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed with
the righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we
shall not be able to hold our peace.  {SC 78.2}

How blessed are we to be coworkers with Heaven. When we lay self aside, working with Heaven
the blessings are beyond measure.

And the effort to bless others will react in blessings upon ourselves. This was the
purpose of God in giving us a part to act in the plan of redemption. He has granted
men the privilege of becoming partakers of the divine nature and, in their turn, of
diffusing blessings to their fellow men. This is the highest honor, the greatest joy,
that it is possible for God to bestow upon men. Those who thus become participants
in labors of love are brought nearest to their Creator.  {SC 79.1}

Angels are well able to do the work assigned to us but we would not have the blessing. The love of
God gives us the privilege to work for others. Our faith is strengthened by usage just as physical
muscles become stronger when exercised.

If you will go to work as Christ designs that His disciples shall, and win souls for
Him, you will feel the need of a deeper experience and a greater knowledge in divine
things, and will hunger and thirst after righteousness. You will plead with God, and
your faith will be strengthened, and your soul will drink deeper drafts at the well of
salvation. Encountering opposition and trials will drive you to the Bible and prayer.
You will grow in grace and the knowledge of Christ, and will develop a rich
experience.  {SC 80.1}

In our world of ease and convenience, we often hear Christianity as an easy road. “Just let go and
let God” is an expression that has been popularized. Another is “It’s easier to be saved than lost”.
Neither of these is true. That is unless you and I don’t believe what we just read. Could this be why
we, as a people, don’t study as deeply into God’s word as we once did? But some say, yes we do
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study. What though are they studying? Could it be a study of what others say about inspiration
instead of getting it first hand? There is one sentence in the next paragraph that stands out as a
question in the minds of some.

Those who thus devote themselves to unselfish effort for the good of others are most
surely working out their own salvation.  {SC 80.2}

While all our efforts, by themselves, are less than useful, teamed up with God the human element
becomes a powerful tool in God’s hands. May we not be slothful and lazy, for there is human effort
to be put forward. However, it must be rightly directed. Self must be laid aside and placed in God’s
care. Only then will the result be breathed upon by Heaven. Remember:

The only way to grow in grace is to be disinterestedly doing the very work which
Christ has enjoined upon us--to engage, to the extent of our ability, in helping and
blessing those who need the help we can give them. Strength comes by exercise;
activity is the very condition of life. Those who endeavor to maintain Christian life
by passively accepting the blessings that come through the means of grace, and [81]
doing nothing for Christ, are simply trying to live by eating without working. And in
the spiritual as in the natural world, this always results in degeneration and decay. A
man who would refuse to exercise his limbs would soon lose all power to use them.
Thus the Christian who will not exercise his God-given powers not only fails to grow
up into Christ, but he loses the strength that he already had.  {SC 80.3}

God has given us light, not for ourselves alone, but to shed upon them.  {SC 81.1}

However, if we don’t know what that “light” is how can we share it? We cannot pick up truth by
studying through the eyes of others, particularly evangelicals3.

We need not go to heathen lands, or even leave the narrow circle of the home, if it
is there that our duty lies, in order to work for Christ. We can do this in the home

3 "I was then shown what did take place in heaven as the prophetic periods ended in 1844.
I saw that as the ministration of Jesus in the Holy place ended, and he closed the door of that
apartment, a great darkness settled upon those who had heard, and had rejected the messages of
Christ's coming, and they lost sight of him. "    1 SG 159

"The churches then [in 1844] experienced a moral fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light
of the advent message; but that fall was not complete. As they have continued to reject the
special truths for this time they have fallen lower and lower." (The Great Controversy, 389).

See also: {EW 260.1} {4SP 421.2} {1SG 193.2}
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circle, in the church, among those with whom we associate, and with whom we do
business.  {SC 81.3}

It is becoming ever more difficult to work within the Church structure. Like in the days of the Jewish
nation of Christ’s time, the world’s theology has entered into the Church. There has been so much
intermingling with other denominations many have nearly forgotten the message of our Church’s
beginnings. The hardness of hearts has almost extinguished opportunities to study the truths of
yesteryear.

Everyone who names the name of Christ should so work that others, by seeing his
good works, may be led to glorify their Creator and Redeemer.  {SC 82.1}

After the stoning of Steven, the Jewish nation finally closed their ears so the gospel went to the
gentiles. So great a work was done that the then known world was reached with the gospel. The next
couple of sentences are precious to the soul.

If the love of God is in the heart, it will be manifested in the life. The sweet savor of
Christ will surround us, and our influence will elevate and bless.  {SC 82.3}

We complete this chapter with the following treasured message. May all of us desire for the
fulfillment of these words in our lives.

The humblest and poorest of the disciples of Jesus can be a blessing to others. They
may not realize that they are doing any special good, but by their unconscious
influence they may start waves of blessing that will widen and deepen, and the
blessed results they may never know until the day of final reward. They do not feel
or know that they are doing anything great. They are not required to weary
themselves with anxiety about success. They have only to go forward quietly, doing
faithfully the work that God's providence assigns, and their life will not be in vain.
Their own souls will be growing more and more into the likeness of Christ; they are
workers together with God in this life and are thus fitting for the higher work and the
unshadowed joy of the life to come.  {SC 83.2}

Look for Part III next week.

-11-


