
Salvation — How is it Gained? Once Gained, Can it be Lost?
Part Two

We ended part one with the implication that God’s intercession will cease at a point in time. When is
this? The Bible is quite clear that before Jesus returns He leaves the Most Holy Place for we read in
Revelation 22:11; “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”. Then Jesus
says in the next verse; “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be.”. So it becomes obvious he makes the declaration while He is still in
heaven, before he returns to earth.

The ending of Jesus’ intercession can be further understood when we read Rev 15:8: “And the temple
was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into
the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.” Now we know this event precedes
also the seven last plagues for we further read in Rev 16:17; “And the seventh angel poured out his vial
into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is
done.” Those who teach that judgment is only completed at the rival of Jesus to this earth have
mistakenly misunderstood the timing of this sequence. In case anyone has a lingering doubt as to what
the “smoke ” filling and “no man” entering the temple means the following quote should put this to
rest.

No man. Literally, “no one.” This undoubtedly means that the time for intercession is
past; no one can enter and have access to the mercy seat. The time of preparation is
over; now the time has come for the pouring out of the unmingled wrath of God. [SDA
Bible Commentary on Rev 15:8]

Even Barns, an evangelical commentary agrees. “And no man was able to enter into the temple, till the
seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. . . . The meaning here seems to be, that no one would
be permitted to enter to make intercession—to turn away his wrath—to divert him from his purpose.
. . . The mercy-seat, in this respect, was inaccessible;” (from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database
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It is a fearful thing to put off repenting and allowing Jesus to remove our sins until we see the small
dark cloud appearing on the horizon. Even here some say Jesus is still in the intercession stage and will
simply change their attitude toward their darling sins just before lift off from this earth, when he
changes our bodies from corruption to immortality. Your bodies take on immortality at that time. The
time for character perfection is long past by then. If you wait for your character to somehow to be
changed in a moment in the tinkling of an eye you will be lost. [Ref. 1 Cor 15:52] The time to allow
character perfection is while probation still lingers. Yes, I dare to use the dreaded term character
perfection. This term is so misunderstood we need to examine it here.

2 Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust.
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This is the nature Jesus had while still being totally identified, in human fallen nature, with us. Because
of this, He is also able to give it to us. Basically, this is Jesus’ gift of sinlessness to us. We don’t have
to sin. There is no excuse to sin or for sin. Remember temptation is not sin. The promise is made, to
us, that we can overcome.

Heb 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

1 Cor 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

However, all too often humans make excuses for ourselves. In fact I recently heard a whopper. “Big
sins, like drug and alcohol addiction can be over come, but not little ones like gossiping. What’s the
9th commandment? Lets quote it and see if it fits into the gossiping category  “Ex 20:16 Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbour.” I believe we can see the fallacy in such thinking. All sins can
be extinguished otherwise we would have a head start for the sin problem raising it’s ugly head again.
No thinking person would desire such as a repeat of what we see on this earth!

What is the problem with Christians as a people? Perhaps we are not as wonderfully fine as we think
we are! Could it be we have borrowed so much from the world that we are becoming like them? In
thinking we are drawing the worldly person by using their techniques, maybe we have been
contaminated by them! So, instead of drawing them could they are drawing us? Look at how Jesus
views this kind of program.

Rev 3:15-22 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert
cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.  Behold, I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Now that we are starting to see how we are and that we can become healed from this sin problem,
maybe we can first start by not making excuses for ourselves. Perhaps, we can begin to see the better
way Jesus has for us. Again, I am going to leave you with questions. If we don’t know what we are
doing wrong, how can we make a positive turn toward rightly viewing ourselves? Painful as it may be,
wouldn’t you rather know so the correction can be made?

Bill Eichner


