
May 2014

“To proclaim the gospel to the whole world”

Seventh-day Adventist Church

As this newsletter comes into your homes for the fi rst time, we pray you’ll give it careful and prayerful consideration.  
In fact, it may mean the diff erence between your eternal life or your eternal death.  God has helped us to design this 
newsletter to aid His saints in making the preparation that is so necessary for this fi nal crisis that is upon us.  Let us all 
remember that the only thing we take out of this world is our character.  The only way that God can be 100% sure that 
we will never start another revolution is that we have the sweet spirit of Jesus in our hearts and minds.  With the aid of 
the Holy Spirit we will become the 144,000, the Bride of Christ with a glorious eternity before us.

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.” Rev 

3:21.

“Jesus died to make a way of escape for us, that we might overcome every evil temper, every sin, every temptation, and sit down at last with 
Him.” 1T p. 144. 

Friends, this newsletter has been established to uplift the wonderful story of our salvation, and to impress upon all 
of us the requirements that God demands of us if we would have eternal life.  Faithfulness to our mission also demands 
that when certain events occur or actions are taken, we examine them in the light of all eternity.  Thus we’re compelled 
to ask: Could it be that our church has done exactly what the apostate Jewish church did?

Both the Spirit of Prophecy and the Bible contain a lot of evidence that supports this question.  Let’s turn to some 
of those inspired statements:  We read thirteen times that the Seventh-day Adventist Church is following in the very 
footsteps of the Jewish church.  You can look very carefully at Testimonies, Volume 5, pages 75-76, 94, 160 and 217.

Along with these, let us observe a very strong statement given to us by our prophet Ellen White:

“I saw that many who profess to believe the truth for these last days think it strange that the children of Israel murmured as they journeyed; that 
after the wonderful dealings of God with them, they should be so ungrateful as to forget what He had done for them.  Said the angel: ‘Ye have done 
worse than they.’ I saw that God has given His servants the truth so clear, so plain, that it cannot be resisted…. This great blessing has not been prized, 
or even realized….” 1T p. 128-9.

We would do well to review some of the Scriptures that refer to the apostasy 
of the Old Testament Jewish church.  Please study Isaiah 1:1-9 and 30:9-11, Micah 
9-12.

We turn to the New Testament to fi nd to our dismay the horrible reality of 
apostasy existing in the church in the times of Christ--to the extent that Jesus said 
to the “scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites,” that “generation of vipers,” “Your house is left unto you 
desolate.” Mat 23:13-38. 

So if we have followed in the path of the Jewish church and are told we have 
done even worse, how do we compare the Jewish church to the Seventh-day 
Adventist church today?  Let us remember that the Jews crucifi ed the Lord Jesus.  
Could it be, dear ones, that we also are guilty of the crucifi xion of the Holy Spirit 
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today in the 1888 message?  The answer is yes.

In this, our fi rst newsletter, we pray the article by Elder Robert Pierson on the omega of apostasy will be carefully read 
and, carefully examined.

The question arises, “What are the requirements for the salvation of God’s faithful people today?”  Could it be 
that we have been preaching the wrong gospel to our people?  Saved while sinning?  When Jesus came to this world, 
according to Matthew 1:21, He came to save us from sin, not in sin.  If he came to save us in sin, the great controversy would 
never end.  But He has made provision for us, so that we can overcome all sin — so that sin would never have dominion 
over us again.  How can God be absolutely sure of this?  Only by our characters.

We refer to some of the statements God has given to our prophet Ellen White, in order that we might be alarmed at 
our lethargy and indiff erence — at our Laodicean condition which is made very clear in Revelation 3:14-21. 

How can God’s people be wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked — and not know it?  It’s because of our spiritual 
blindness!  If we aren’t even aware of this terrible blindness that is destroying the Seventh-day Adventist message, how 
can we cure it?

We are told to buy of Jesus the gold tried in the fi re.  That  refers not only to the faith of Jesus, but also to the love of 
Jesus.  How do we get such love?  And how do we understand such faith?  By studying in the Word and Spirit of Prophecy.  
2 Tim 2:15.  There’s only one way to heaven, dear friends, and that’s total surrender of every thought, every word and 
action to Christ, who died to save the human family.

“Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, persistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel.” SC 34.

As you read this newsletter, there’s one thing we want you to remember: Christ died to save you from sin, not in sin.  You can 
be perfect overcomers.

“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all fi lthiness of the fl esh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of God.” 2 Corinthians 7:1.

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profi table for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 2 Tim 3:16-17.

Let no one say we can’t overcome, that we can’t have victory over every temptation.  It’s by the power of the Holy 
Spirit that we can be perfect overcomers in Christ Jesus.  Remember when Jesus said, “Many are called but few are chosen”? Mat 
22:14.

How will Christ choose those Seventh-day Adventists who will be members of the eternal world?  By our characters. 

In Christ’s Object Lessons, 332, a statement reads: “A character formed according to the divine likeness is the only 
treasure that we can take from this world to the next…. How important, then, is the development of character in this 
life.”

“Remember that you will never reach a higher standard than you yourself set.  Then set your mark high, and step by step, even though it be by 
painful eff ort, by self-denial and sacrifi ce, ascend the whole length of the ladder of progress.  Let nothing hinder you….  The heavenly intelligences 
will work with the human agent who seeks with determined faith that perfection of character which will reach out to perfection in action.  To everyone 
engaged in this work Christ says, I am at your right hand to help you.  As the will of man cooperates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent.  
Whatever is to be done at His command may be accomplished in His strength.  All His biddings are enablings.”  COL p. 331-333

We want to thank you for reading this material.  We pray that it may inspire your minds and hearts to make Jesus 
your close companion.  Remember this inspired statement from Mrs. White

“…By beholding Jesus, talking of His love and perfection of character, we become changed into His image.  By contemplating the lofty ideal He 
has placed before us, we shall be uplifted into a pure and holy atmosphere, even the presence of God.  When we abide here, there goes forth from us a 
light that irradiates all who are connected with us.” MH p. 492

Sincerely in Christ
Your Brothers  and Sister,
Mike N., Bill E., Alice Z.
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This will be the last time that in my present role I shall stand before the world 
leaders of my church, your church, our church, and I have a few words to leave with 
you.

I take my thoughts from something that Elder and Mrs. Ralph Neall have written 
describing how typically a sect evolves into a church.  They say a sect is often begun by a 
charismatic leader with tremendous drive and commitment and that it arises as a 
protest against worldliness and formalism in a church.  It is generally embraced by 
the poor.  The rich would lose too much by joining it, since it is unpopular, despised, 
and persecuted by society in general.  It has defi nite beliefs fi rmly held by zealous 
members.  Each member makes a personal decision to join it and knows what he 
believes.  There is little organization or property, and there are few buildings.  The 
group has strict standards and controls on behavior.  Preachers, often without 
education, arise by inner compulsion.  There is little concern about public relations.

And then it passes on to the second generation.  With growth there comes a need for 
organization and buildings.  As a result of industry and frugality, members become prosperous.  As prosperity increases, 
persecution begins to wane.  Children born into the movement do not have to make personal decisions to join it.  They 
do not necessarily know what they believe.  They do not need to hammer out their own positions.  These have been 
worked out for them.  Preachers arise more by selection and by apprenticeship to older workers than by direct inner 
compulsion.

In the third generation, organization develops and institutions are established.  The need is seen for schools to pass on 
the faith of the fathers.  Colleges are established.  Members have to be exhorted to live up to the standards, while at 
the same time the standards of membership are being lowered.  The group becomes lax about disfellowshipping non-
practicing members.  Missionary zeal cools off .  There is more concern over public relations.  Leaders study methods 
of propagating their faith, sometimes employing extrinsic rewards as motivation for service by the members.  Youth 
question why they are diff erent from others, and intermarry with those not of their faith.

In the fourth generation there is much machinery; the numbers of administrator’s increases while the number of workers 
at the grass-roots level becomes proportionately less.  Great church councils are held to defi ne doctrine.  More schools, 
universities, and seminaries are established.  These go to the world for accreditation and tend to become secularized.  
There is a reexamination of positions and modernizing of methods.  Attention is given to contemporary culture, with an 
interest in the arts: music, architecture, literature.  The movement seeks to become “relevant” to contemporary society 
by becoming involved with popular causes.  Services become formal.  The group enjoys complete acceptance by the 
world.  The sect has become a church!

Brethren and sisters, this must never happen to the Seventh-day Adventist Church!  This 
will not happen to the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  This is not just another church—it is 
God’s church!  You are the men and women sitting in this sanctuary this morning on 
whom God is counting to assure that it does not happen.

Already, brethren and sisters, there are subtle forces that are beginning to stir.  Regrettably there are those in the church who 
belittle the inspiration of the total Bible, who scorn the fi rst 11 chapters of Genesis, who question the Spirit of Prophecy’s 
short chronology of the age of the earth, and who subtly and not so subtly attack the Spirit of Prophecy.  There are 
some who point to the reformers and contemporary theologians as a source and the norm for Seventh-day Adventist 
doctrine.  There are those who allegedly are tired of the hackneyed phrases of Adventism.  There are those who wish to 
forget the standards of the church we love.  There are those who covet and would court the favor of the evangelicals; 

1978 Farewell Address of Robert H. Pierson

Robert Pierson spent a great portion of his life in the mission fi eld --in India, as well as in Africa.  He also served in America as president of the Kentucky- Tennessee Conference and then as president of the General Conference of 

Seventh-day Adventists from 1966-1979.  The following heroic appeal was delivered October 16, 1978 by Robert H. Pierson, retiring president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, to the Annual Council of the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church.

This is not just another 
church — it is God’s 

church
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those who would throw off  the mantle of a peculiar people; and those who would go the way of the secular, materialistic 
world.

Fellow leaders, beloved brethren and sisters—don’t let it happen! I appeal to you as earnestly as I know how this morning—
don’t let it happen!  I appeal to Andrews University, to the Seminary, to Loma Linda University—don’t let it happen!  We 
are not Seventh-day Anglicans, not Seventh-day Lutherans—we are Seventh-day Adventists!  This is God’s last church 
with God’s last message!  You are the men and women, the leaders, whom God is counting on to keep the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church God’s remnant church, the church God has destined to triumph!

The servant of the Lord says, “Fearful perils are before those who bear responsibilities in the Lord’s work—perils the thought of which 
makes me tremble.” —Selected Messages, vol. 2, p. 391.  And in Ezekiel 22:30 we read, ”I looked for a man among them who 
could build up a barricade, who could stand before me in the breach to defend the land from ruin.” (N.E.B.)

I believe this morning, fellow leaders, that God is looking for men and women, intrepid 
leaders, men and women who love God’s church and God’s truth more than they love their lives, to see that 
this church under God goes through to the kingdom.  The task ahead of us is not going 
to be easy.  If I understand the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy aright this morning, ahead lies a 
time of trouble, a time of challenge such as this church and this world have never before 
known.

The servant of the Lord tells us “the enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to 
take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the 
pillars of our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization.  Were this reformation to take place, what would result?  
The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded.  Our religion 
would be changed.  The fundamental principles that have sustained the work for the last fi fty years would be accounted 
as error.  A new organization would be established.  Books of a new order would be written.  A system of intellectual 
philosophy would be introduced.  The founders of this system would go into the cities, and do a wonderful work.  The 
Sabbath, of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God who created it.  Nothing would be allowed to stand in the 
way of the new movement.  The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being removed, they would 
place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is worthless.” (Selected Messages, vol. 1, pp. 204, 205)

The Seventh-day Adventist Church had its alpha years ago.  You and I are the leaders who will face the omega that will 
be of the same subtle, devilish origin.  Its eff ect will be more devastating than the alpha. Brethren, I beg of you, study, know 
what is ahead, then with God’s help prepare your people to meet it!

“God calls for men who are prepared to meet emergencies, men who in a crisis will not be found standing on the wrong 
side.” (Ellen G. White, the Review and Herald, November 5, 1903)

“We are pressing on to the fi nal confl ict, and this is no time to compromise.  It is no time to hide your colors.  When 
the battle wages sore, let no one turn traitor.  It is no time to lay down or conceal our weapons, and give Satan the 
advantage in the warfare.” (Ibid., December 6, 1892)

And then I call attention to a vision the Lord’s servant had, in which she saw a ship heading toward an iceberg.  She 
said, “There, towering high above the ship, was a gigantic iceberg.  An authoritative voice cried out, “Meet it!”  There was 
not a moment’s hesitation.  It was a time for instant action.  The engineer put on full steam, and the man at the wheel 
steered the ship straight into the iceberg.  With a crash she struck the ice.  There was a fearful shock, and the iceberg 
broke into many pieces, falling with a noise like thunder to the deck.  The passengers were violently shaken by the force 
of the collision, but no lives were lost.  The vessel was injured, but not beyond repair.  She rebounded from the contact, 
trembling from stem to stern, like a living creature.  Then she moved forward on her way.

“Well I knew the meaning of this representation.  I had my orders. I had heard the words, like a voice from our 
Captain, ‘Meet it!’  I knew what my duty was, and that there was not a moment to lose.  The time for decided action had come.  I 
must without delay obey the command, ‘Meet it!’” (Selected Messages, vol. 1, pp. 205, 206)

Fellow leaders, it may be that in the not-too-distant future you will have to meet it.  I pray God will give you grace 
and courage and wisdom.

God is looking for ... 
men and women who 
love God’s church and 
God’s truth more than 

they love their lives
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Finally, what a wonderful thought it is that the great controversy is nearing its end!  “In the closing work we shall 
meet with perils that we know not how to deal with; but let us not forget that the three great powers of heaven are working, 
that a divine hand is on the wheel, and that God will bring His purposes to pass.  He will gather from the world a people 
who will serve Him in righteousness.” (Ibid., vol. 2, p. 391)

What a wonderful assurance we have this morning, brethren and sisters, that you 
and I are in God’s work.  This work is not dependent on any man; it is dependent on our 
relationship with Him.  There is only one way for us to face the future, and that is at the 
foot of the cross.  A  church with its eyes upon the Man of Calvary will never walk into apostasy.

Thank you, brethren and sisters, for giving me the privilege of serving you for the 
past 45 years, and may God bless every one of you. 

Had it not been for the sweet, sympathetic spirit that 

shone out in every look and word, He (Jesus) would 

not have attracted the large congregations that He did. 

The affl  icted ones who came to Him felt that He linked 

His interest with theirs as a faithful and tender friend, 

and they desired to know more of the truths He taught. 

Heaven was brought near. They longed to abide in His 

presence, that the comfort of His love might be with them 

continually. {DA 254.4}

A  church with its eyes 
upon the Man of 

Calvary will never walk 
into apostasy.

Gems for Thought

It is the very essence of all right faith to do the right thing 
at the right time.  God is the great Master Worker, and by 
His providence He prepares the way for His work to be 
accomplished. —6T 24

The very time to exercise faith is when we feel destitute of 
the Spirit.  When thick clouds of darkness seem to hover 
over the mind, then is the time to let living faith pierce 
the darkness and scatter the clouds.  True faith rests on 
the promises contained in the word of God, and those 
only who obey that word can claim its glorious promises. 
—E.W.72 

It is the work of faith to rest in God in the darkest hour, 
to feel, however sorely tried and tempest tossed, that 
our Father is at the helm.  The eye of faith alone can look 
beyond the things of time to estimate aright the worth of 
the eternal riches. —A.A. 575

 True faith lays hold of and claims the promised blessing 
before it is realized and felt. . . .  Here is faith, naked faith, 
to believe’ that we receive the blessing, even before we 
realize it.  When the promised blessing is realized and 
enjoyed, faith is swallowed up. —E.W. 72
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Do not wait to feel that you are made whole.  Believe His 
word, and it will be fulfi lled.  Put your will on the side of 
Christ.  Will to serve Him, and in acting upon His word you 
will receive strength.  Whatever may be the evil practice, 
the master passion which through long indulgence binds 
both soul and body, Christ is able and longs to deliver. 
—D.A.203 

Faith is the very life-blood of the soul.  Its presence gives 
warmth, health, consistency, and sound judgment.  Its 
vitality and vigor exert a powerful though unconscious 
infl uence.  The life of Christ in the soul is a well of water 
springing up unto everlasting life. —6T472 

Abraham would not allow circumstances to shake his 
faith in the word of God. —P.P.129 

Abraham’s great act of faith stands like a pillar of 
light, illuminating the pathway of God’s servants in 
all succeeding ages.  Abraham did not seek to excuse 
himself from doing the will of God.  During that three 
days’ journey he had suffi  cient time to reason and to 
doubt God, if he was disposed to doubt. —P.P.153 

It is faith that connects us with heaven, and brings us 
strength for coping with the powers of darkness.  In 
Christ, God has provided means for subduing every sinful 
trait, and resisting every temptation, however strong. 
—D. A.429 

God wants His people in these days to believe that He 
will do as great things for them as He did for the children 
of Israel in their journey from Egypt to Canaan.  We are to 
have an educated faith that will not hesitate to follow His 
instructions in the most diffi  cult experiences. —9T271

It is not wise to look to ourselves, and study our emotions.  
If we do this, the enemy will present diffi  culties and 
temptations that weaken faith and destroy courage.  
Closely to study our emotions and give way to our 
feelings is to entertain doubt and entangle ourselves 
in perplexity.  We are to look away from self to Jesus. 
—M.H.249

Faith is the gift of God, but the power to exercise it is ours.  
Faith is the hand by which the soul takes hold upon the 
divine off ers of grace and mercy ....  When we trust God 
fully, when we rely upon Jesus as a Sin-pardoning Saviour, 
we shall receive all the help that we can desire. —P.P.431

More 

Gems for 

Thought

Christ became one fl esh with us, in order that we might 
become one spirit with Him.  It is by virtue of this union 
that we are to come forth from the grave,-not merely 
as a manifestation of the power of Christ, but because, 
through faith, His life has become ours. -D.A.388 

What food is to the body, Christ must be to the soul.  
Food cannot benefi t us unless we eat it, unless it becomes 
a part of our being.  So Christ is of no value to us if we 
do not know Him as a personal Saviour.  A theoretical 
knowledge will do us no good. —D.A.389 

Faith is in no sense allied to presumption.  Only he 
who has true faith is secure against presumption.  For 
presumption is Satan’s counterfeit of faith.  Faith claims 
God’s promises, and brings forth fruit in abundance.  
Presumption also claims the promises, but uses them as 
Satan did, to excuse transgression. —D.A.126 

A nominal faith in Christ, which accepts Him merely as the 
Saviour of the world, can never bring healing to the soul.  
The faith that is unto salvation is not a mere intellectual 
assent to the truth ....  The only faith that will benefi t us 
is that which embraces Him as a personal Saviour; which 
appropriates His merits to ourselves. —D.A.347 

Not because we see or feel that God hears us are we to 
believe.  We are to trust in His promises.  When we come 
to Him in faith, every petition enters the heart of God.  
When we have asked for His blessing, we should believe 
that we receive it, and thank Him that we have received 
it.  Then we are to go about our duties, assured that the 
blessing will be realized when we need it most. —D.A.200 


