
Salvation - How is it Gained? Once Gained, Can it be Lost?
Part Thirteen

By the time this segment is published, it will be known that a good friend and colleague has passed off
the scene. Mike Nicholson was an historian and theologian of remarkable knowledge. He was a speaker
that traveled around the world giving the gospel message to far away places and countries few of us
would venture into for fear of our own lives. Still, he traversed his own country being faithful in bringing
life giving truths to our North American Division. What breaks my heart is that his own home church
would not accept him. Sounds like a recount of the prophets, apostles and Jesus Himself. A so called
interim pastor, told me; Sandy no longer has confidence in Mike. Where did he get such an idea? He did
not know Mike and was not willing to either. It must have come from an evil rumor people propagated.
Why did Sandy's leadership no longer have confidence in Mike? Simply this; they were on a different
trajectory. They removed him and his influence years ago in favor of modernizing, moving toward more
contemporary services in both appearance and theology. Had they kept his influence, Sandy would have
maintained the faith given by our church founders. Sadly they have followed cunningly devised fables
by following the examples of non-Adventist churches. 

It is by the Spirit that God works upon the heart; when men willfully reject the Spirit, and
declare It to be from Satan, they cut off the channel by which God can communicate with
them. When the Spirit is finally rejected, there is no more that God can do for the soul.
{DA 321.3} 

Is Sandy at this point? God is good and gracious. He can and will forgive but revival and reformation
must be sought. A continual rejection of truth will eventually lead to the Spirit's rejection and God will
not be able to do anything more for them. Are there believers at Sandy? Yes. However, we can take a clue
from history. Let us look at the Pharisees for this clue.

The Pharisees to whom Jesus spoke this warning did not themselves believe the charge
they brought against Him. There was not one of those dignitaries but had felt drawn
toward the Saviour. They had heard the Spirit's voice in their own hearts declaring Him
to be the Anointed of Israel, and urging them to confess themselves His disciples. In the
light of His presence they had realized their unholiness, and had longed for a
righteousness which they could not create. But after their rejection of Him it would be
too humiliating to receive Him as the Messiah. Having set their feet in the path of
unbelief, they were too proud to confess their error. And in order to avoid
acknowledging the truth, they tried with desperate violence to dispute the Saviour's
teaching. The evidence of His power and mercy exasperated them. They could not prevent
the Saviour from working miracles, they could not silence His teaching; but they did
everything in their power to misrepresent Him and to falsify His words. Still the
convicting Spirit of God followed them, and they had to build up many barriers in
order to withstand its power. The mightiest agency that can be brought to bear upon the
human heart was striving with them, but they would not yield. {DA 322.1} [Emphasis
Mine] 

Am I implying that Mike was type of Christ? No. However, it was this same attitude toward our Savior
that was also displayed against the prophets of old, the apostles and even Ellen White. Mike could have
done so much for Sandy. His knowledge, instead of being spumed, could have lead many to Jesus. This



opportunity is now forever closed because of pride, the very sin of which Lucifer lost his place in heaven.
The guilt lies in the lap of leadership directly while the pew sitter allows for it by going along with the
flow. 

It is not God that blinds the eyes of men or hardens their hearts. He sends them light to
correct their errors, and to lead them in safe paths; it is by the rejection of this light
that the eyes are blinded and the heart hardened. Often the process is gradual, and
almost imperceptible. Light comes to the soul through God's word, through His
servants, or by the direct agency of His Spirit; but when one ray of light is disregarded,
there is a partial benumbing of the spiritual perceptions, and the second revealing of
light is less clearly discerned. So the darkness increases, until it is night in the soul. Thus
it had been with these Jewish leaders. They were convinced that a divine power attended
Christ, but in order to resist the truth, they attributed the work of the Holy Spirit to
Satan. In doing this they deliberately chose deception; they yielded themselves to
Satan, and henceforth they were controlled by his power. {DA 322.2} [Emphasis
Mine]

Those who try and correct error are thought of with distaste and are despised, being shoddily treated. Here
again is a quote that misinterprets and denies what could have been. Ignorance is a terrible thing. 

"There has been a fairly constant attack from the enemy to bring disunion to the Sandy
church over such items as the church sign, clapping as a form of appreciation, the One
Project (which we have never endorsed or promoted, or will promote), ... " David Crockett
[See www.ourfirmplatform.com - Written Articles, Eichner, Bill, Little Known Facts.] 

Instead of viewing help as an attack, it could have been used as a start of reformation for Sandy. Rather
it was misplaced as detrimental. Interesting how good is turned upon its head, giving a skewed view of
evil. One person even retorted that one in our study group was of the devil. "Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter!" [ Isa 5:20] 

Then taking a boat with His disciples, He crossed the lake to Magdala, at the southern end
of the plain of Gennesaret. In the border ofTyre and Sidon His spirit had been refreshed
by the confiding trust of the Syrophoenician woman. The heathen people of Decapolis had
received Him with gladness. Now as He landed once more in Galilee, where His power
had been most strikingly manifested, where most of His works of mercy had been
performed, and His teaching given, He was met with contemptuous unbelief. {DA 405.1}

Mike was in good company for even Jesus was rejected and His work spumed. The loss was theirs. How
tragic a commentary for a church that chooses to apostatize. One new elder told me, before my removal,
that he could not be an Historic Adventist, that he could only follow the new tenants of faith. In other
words the new revised evangelical model. We have lost so much since the intrusions of Heppenstall, the
publication of Questions on Doctrines, Ford's theology and similar directional changes. Sister White
warned of the intrusion, "A new organization would be established". [See 1 SM 204-205.] Mike tried to
give the clarion call as did our study group. Leadership was unwilling to listen, let alone study with us. 

Bill Eichner


