
Salvation — How is it Gained? Once Gained, Can it be Lost?
Part Five

Not many realize the negative impact placed on the Seventh-day Adventist denomination by Questions
on Doctrine (QOD). Other church entities did not understand the true example of the Hebrew sanctuary
system that pointed forward to Jesus and the way in which salvation is accomplished. In an effort to
remove this malicious misunderstanding, it was thought to compromise or tweak these beliefs to be more
in line with mainstream churches. However, in downplaying these Biblical tenets, more was given than
received. To other church goers we still looked odd and hated looking different. So, more compromises
have gradually infected us. We go to them for their studies, learn how to worship as they do, join them
in their customs and sign documents in agreement with them. Now we even occupy the social gospel, use
eastern prayer techniques and look at the papacy with a more friendly attitude.

How is our attitude to be viewed in light of this in Testimonies vol 5? Again remember that the
Testimonies were written manly for us as Seventh-day Adventists.

The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast
will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands and
conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be,
rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The
contest is between the commandments of God and the commandments of men. In this
time the gold will be separated from the dross in the church. True godliness will be clearly
distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that we have admired for
its brilliancy will then go out in darkness. Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the
wind, even from places where we see only floors of rich wheat. All who assume the
ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's righteousness, will appear
in the shame of their own nakedness.  {5T 81.1}

Many will remember this quote from Selected Messages. Sister White warned us this would come if we
were not diligent.

The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to
take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in
giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging in a process
of reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, what would result? The principles
of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded. Our
religion would be changed.. . . Books of a new order would be written. A system of
intellectual philosophy would be introduced. The founders of this system would go into
the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded, as
also the God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new
movement. {1SM 204.2}

How many realize what the social gospel is? Here is one good example. Recently a city had a worthy
cause in which all, or at least most, of the churches participated. After all it was reasoned, is it not good
to promote health and well being? The answer is a resounding yes! But on Sabbath when it could have
been on any other day of the week? The following day, Sunday, found all the Sunday keeping
congregations in their perspective places. This particular Seventh-day Adventist church left their services



to participate because the Sunday churches wouldn’t take their day of worship off to do the good deed
on their day of worship. In doing this “the Sabbath of course” was “lightly regarded”. Was it better to join
those others churches on God’s Holy Sabbath day or would it not have been better to have them join us
on Sunday, the first day of the week? Compromise is never productive.

As mentioned previously, Rick Warren had studies with his Purpose Driven books which many
Adventists partook of. Who knows how much error was unwittingly taken into their minds! During the
1990's it was popular for conferences to send, and pay for, instruction from Willow Creek. It was from
this source the celebration movement was born. Thousands of dollars were wasted. Documents such as
the BEM was signed saying we had a basic agreement with any form of Baptism, accepted use of the
Eucharist and not to proselytize another church’s members. Ministry was to only to be toward the
unchurched. A General Conference President, under oath, stated we no longer considered the Papacy as
the  anti-christ, as we did in the 19th century. Unfortunately, we’ve even picked up prayer techniques from
eastern religions and call it spiritual enlightenment, teaching these techniques in our universities.

When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground, when multitudes of
false brethren are distinguished from the true, then the hidden ones will be revealed to
view, and with hosannas range under the banner of Christ. Those who have been timid
and self-distrustful will declare themselves openly for Christ and His truth. The most
weak and hesitating in the church will be as David--willing to do and dare. The deeper the
night for God's people, the more brilliant the stars. Satan will sorely harass the faithful;
but, in the name of Jesus, they will come off more than conquerors. Then will the church
of Christ appear "fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners." 
{5T 81.2}

It is under such a societal culture we find ourselves. We must follow God’s instructions as in Isaiah 58:1
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins.”

"The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly;" but where do we behold
the true advent spirit? Who are preparing to stand in that time of temptation which is just
before us? The people to whom God has entrusted the sacred, solemn, testing truths for
this time are sleeping at their post. They say by their actions: We have the truth; we are
"rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;" while the True Witness
declares: Thou "knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked."  {5T 101.3}

With what fidelity do these words portray the present condition of the church: "Knowest
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Messages of
warning, dictated by the Holy Spirit, are borne by the servants of God, defects of character
are presented before the erring; but they say: "That does not represent my case. I do not
accept the message you bring. I am doing the best I can. I believe the truth."  {5T 101.4}

But can you “believe the truth” and live in error? Isn’t it a denial of truth to say “I could not be a Seventh-
day Adventist and believe the Historic message as brought to us by our founders .”?
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