
Salvation — How is it Gained? Once Gained, Can it be Lost?
Part Nine

Last week we read; “The Sanhedrin had rejected Christ's message” then “Jesus departed from Jerusalem,
from the priests, the temple, the religious leaders” “and turned to another class to proclaim His
message”. I know what some are going to say now. The Seventh-day Adventist church is Laodicea, the
last church, there is not to be another and it is going through. Remember the definition of a church?
“God has a church. It is not the great cathedral, neither is it the national establishment, neither is it the
various denominations; it is the people who love God and keep His commandments.” Those people who
love and obey Jesus are his church and yes, they are Seventh-day Adventists. But what makes people
believe they can sit in their pews Sabbath after Sabbath and partake of borrowed mega-church type
services, delve into spiritualistic prayers and Babylonian errors while still considering themselves God’s
people? Jesus rejected such leaders and the people who insisted on remaining in their temple but instead
turned to the class that would faithfully proclaim His message. They are His people even though they
are not glued to the pew of a certain church on a Sabbath morning. The church building doesn’t save
anyone. [Ref. {DA 232.1}, {UL 315.5}]

As the light and life of men was rejected by the ecclesiastical authorities in the days of
Christ, so it has been rejected in every succeeding generation. Again and again the
history of Christ's withdrawal from Judea has been repeated. When the Reformers
preached the word of God, they had no thought of separating themselves from the
established church; but the religious leaders would not tolerate the light, and those that
bore it were forced to seek another class, who were longing for the truth. In our day few
of the professed followers of the Reformers are actuated by their spirit. Few are listening
for the voice of God, and ready to accept truth in whatever guise it may be presented.
Often those who follow in the steps of the Reformers are forced to turn away from the
churches they love, in order to declare the plain teaching of the word of God. And many
times those who are seeking for light are by the same teaching obliged to leave the
church of their fathers, that they may render obedience.  {DA 232.2}

The Seventh-day Adventist message of our pioneers is true! Those who adhere to it, and not the
establishment necessarily, are the ones that will go through. I fear that many SDA’s are not preparing
for what is to come on the world “as an overwhelming surprise”. Under the section “Revival and
Reformation Needed”, Sister White wrote this:

Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an
overwhelming surprise, and this preparation they should make by diligently studying the
word of God, and striving to conform their lives to its precepts. . . . God calls for a
revival and a reformation.--Prophets and Kings, p. 626.  {ChS 41.3}

How many chances does a church get? God is longsuffering but even His patience has and end. Our
home church has removed at least five families or groups who would have begun a reformation. It was
not wanted by leadership. Instead they have followed most other churches in borrowing from Babylonian
sources. It is distasteful for me to speak so clearly but some will not understand anything but an
unvarnished truth. The next quote is insightful in view of our subject matter. Read it carefully.



The people of Galilee were despised by the rabbis of Jerusalem as rude and unlearned,
yet they presented a more favorable field for the Saviour's work. They were more earnest
and sincere; less under the control of bigotry; their minds were more open for the
reception of truth. In going to Galilee, Jesus was not seeking seclusion or isolation. The
province was at this time the home of a crowded population, with a much larger
admixture of people of other nations than was found in Judea.  {DA 232.3}

Let us diverge here for a moment. Excepting the birth of Jesus and a mention, here and there, of his
earlier life, not much is written of His early years. However there is a big takeaway if we would be aware
students. He lived a life free of sin in fallen human nature. This is a huge accomplishment and should
be an unprecedented encouragement for us. We have found Jesus did this because of his attachment to
His Father through the Holy Spirit’s influence. There are five main focuses of Jesus ministry; [1] His
sin free life’s example, [2] his three and a half years ministry, [3] His life given for us on the cross, [4]
His intercession in the Holy Place and [5] His final atonement, in the Most Holy Place, of sin removal
from those who are His. Numbers [1] and [5] are the least studied or understood by Christianity as a
whole. It is these two we will spend the remainder of this segment on.

Jesus lived a life free of sin. We know this because the Bible tells us so. As an example look at 2 Cor
5:21. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him.” This verse is also a promise to us. From childhood, Jesus did not sin because the Holy
Spirit guarded him. We can have the same guardianship. That should be wonderful news. Jesus showed
us how to live, how to accomplish the sin free life, now. One would think everyone would relish the
thought and act upon it. So, why do we not partake of what is offered to us? Simply this, we enjoy sin
too much to be free of it. We’ve made such a habit of sinning we really don’t even think about it all that
much. Or do we? Then we feel the guilt. Given the choice the latter is the most promising. At least, if
we cringe over our sins, we know the Holy Spirit is still working with us. If we sin and don’t think all
that much about it, we are on the road to grieving away the Holy Spirit. That’s a very dangerous place
to find ourselves.

Seventh-day Adventists are the only ones who pay particularly special attention to the Most Holy Place
work of Jesus. Actually, since Questions on Doctrines we have been moving away from this position
because it embarrassed us to be so different from other denominations. However, it really is of the
utmost importance. In the Most Holy Place Jesus has been doing a very special work. To understand
what it is we need to study Biblical history as well as our own. Those who find history less than inviting
are apt to miss out on the future. It is here, in history, we find the Hebrew Sanctuary service. Our
pioneers studied until they understood. It’s a tragedy we have forgotten what they found. It is in the Most
Holy Place we find Jesus not only forgiving sins but removing them from His people. Simply put, if we
do not allow this work in our lives, we’ll be lost for eternity. That’s how important this subject matter
is. Portion [1] Jesus’ sin free living example for us is connected to [5] in that sin is to be removed from
us so it does not remain in us. First, Jesus showed us how to live a sin free life through His life and
lastly, He removes it completely from us before He returns. Nowhere, in either Scripture or the Spirit
of Prophecy is there any provision for sin after Jesus leaves the Most Holy Place in heaven. Sin must
be completely absent by this pont in time. We cannot be sinning when Jesus comes. For those who
believe and practice this you will not be in heaven. What an absolute tragedy for such erroneous
thinking.
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