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THE ROAD that leads from Jerusalem to Emmaus is not an easy road.  The hills are steep and the 
valley fl oor is narrow.  Many curves are required to achieve a gradual descent.  The road upon 

which the two disciples of Christ made their way home on the Sunday after the crucifi xion, as recorded 
in Luke 24, must have been even worse than the present road.

If we had been positioned on a hillside from which we could watch these disciples, we would have 
noticed their downcast faces, their sagging shoulders, and their halting steps as they made their sorrowful 
way to the little cottage near the bottom of the canyon.  Yet, a short while later, the cottage door bursts 
open and the two disciples emerge and start back up the hill as if they were jet-propelled.  In their haste they over-run 
some of the corners in the road and have to retrace their steps.

No matter.  Nothing can stop them now until they enter the upper room in Jerusalem 
where the apostles are in mourning.  There they shatter the silent gloom with their excited 
proclamation, “He is alive! Jesus is alive! We have seen Him! “

The mourners snap to attention and stare in disbelief.  For more than forty-eight hours they have been in the depths 
of despair.  They had seen Jesus die.  To them, this was the end of happiness and the death of hope.  They saw themselves 
facing an awful emptiness.

But why?  Had these men—Jesus’ closest friends—been given no advance warning about the crucifi xion?  Actually, 
Jesus had told them about it several times.  Had He not told them He would rise again the third day?

He had clearly foretold His death and resurrection, but they weren’t listening.  They 
had refused to hear what they did not want to hear, that He would be crucifi ed.  And so 
the glorious concept of the resurrection just didn’t get through to them.  If it had, they 
would have been watching at the grave site on that early morning, instead of weeping 
in the upper room.  Think how their testimony to the world regarding the resurrection 
would have been strengthened by an eyewitness account.

Moral: Don’t stop listening to God’s message when the subject becomes unpleasant.  This 
failure to listen may cause us to miss the brighter picture that follows.

God’s special messenger to the remnant church has written many pages of counsel to us about 
taking the gospel to the entire world.  This counsel involves going, growing, publishing, 
and building to a phenomenal extent.  We read these pages with pleasure.  But the 
same messenger has also written about something called the shaking, and there is great 
danger that we, like the apostles, may stop listening at this point because the subject 
matter is so unpleasant today. 

At this period in our church’s history all Seventh-day Adventists will do well to study 

Don’t stop listening to God’s 

message when the subject 

becomes unpleasant.
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carefu l ly  the 
advance information 
that we have 
b e e n  g i v e n 
about the shaking 

time, and the brighter 

picture that follows.  
A failure to do 
so might cause 
us to become 
bewildered and 

discouraged, and perhaps even to be shaken out.

As Jeanne and I travel back and forth across the country 
presenting seminars, we are often asked, “Do you think the time 

will come when we will have to leave the Seventh-day Adventist Church?”  Our 
answer is always uniformly and fi rmly NO.

It cannot be denied that on various occasions in the 
history of God’s people the problem of apostasy has been 
resolved by a “calling out” or a “coming out.”  In this situation 
the faithful leave the organization to form a new structure, 
while the unfaithful stay with the existing organization 
(church).  Witness the experience of the fi rst Christians 
leaving the Jewish church, the Protestants leaving the 
Catholic Church, the Adventists leaving the Protestant 
churches, and so on.  If we had nothing but history to guide 
us, we might be justifi ed in concluding that should apostasy 
become rampant in the Seventh-day Adventist Church, the problem 
will be solved by yet another “calling out” or “coming out.”

But we are not restricted to conclusions based on 
previous experience (history).  We have the testimony of God’s 

special messenger that this time, the problem is to be solved by a 
shaking out.  The descriptions make it clear that in this case the 

faithful will remain in the church, and the unfaithful will be shaken out.  Observe:

“You will take the passages in the testimonies that 
speak of the close of probation, of the shaking among God’s 
people, and you will talk of a coming out from this people 
of a purer, holier people that will arise.  Now all this pleases 
the enemy.”  1SM p. 179.4.

Note: That there will be a shaking among God’s people, 
but the faithful will not be called out of the church.  This 
thought is reinforced by the wording of other passages.  
The picture is uniformly “they will leave us, the chaff  will blow, while the 

wheat remains.”  Yet there is no down-playing of the enormity 
and the seriousness of the shaking time.  And do not 
overlook the fact that even heresies among us will make 
their contribution to the shaking.

“God will arouse His people; if other means fail, heresies 

will come in among them, which will sift them, separating the chaff  
from the wheat!”  5T p. 707.3.

“Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy 
in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan.”  TM 
p. 409.3.

There are several chapters in Ellen White’s writings 
which deal with the subject of the shaking and should be 
studied in their entirety.  They would include:  5T p. 62-84,  
“The Testimonies Slighted,”  8T p. 41-47, “ A View of the 
Confl ict,”  TM p. 404-415, “God’s Messengers.”

Lines like these will be observed:  “But the days of purifi cation 

of the church are hastening on apace.  God will have a people pure 
and true.  In the mighty sifting soon to take place we shall be 
better able to measure the strength of Israel.  The signs reveal 
that the time is near when the Lord will manifest that His 
fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His fl oor.”

“ T h e  d a y s  a r e  f a s t 
approaching when there will be 
great perplexity and confusion.   
Satan, clothed in angel robes, 
will deceive, if possible, the very 
elect.  There will be gods many 
and lords many.  Every wind of doctrine will be blowing.  Those who 
have rendered supreme homage to ‘science falsely so called,’ 
will not be the leaders then.  Those who have trusted to 
intellect, genius, or talent will not then stand at the head of 
rank and fi le.  They did not keep pace with the light.  Those 
who have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be 
entrusted with the fl ock.  In the last solemn work few great 
men will be engaged.  They are self-suffi  cient, independent 
of God, and He cannot use them.  The Lord has faithful 
servants, who in the shaking, testing time will be disclosed to 

view.”  5T p. 80.

“In this time the gold will be separated from the dross 
in the church.  True godliness will be clearly distinguished 
from the appearance and tinsel of it.  Many a star that we 
have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness.  
Chaff  like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from 
places where we see only fl oors of rich wheat.”  Ibid. p. 81.

“In vision I saw two armies in terrible confl ict.  One army 
was led by banners bearing the world’s insignia; the other 
was led by the bloodstained banner of Prince Emmanuel.  
Standard after standard was left to trail in the dust as 
company after company from the Lord’s army joined the 
foe and tribe after tribe from the ranks of the enemy united 

God will arouse His people; if 

other means fail, heresies will 

come in among them, which 

will sift them, separating the 

chaff  from the wheat.

The Eternal God is thy refuge The Eternal God is thy refuge 
and underneath are the and underneath are the 

everlasting arms.everlasting arms.
Deuteronomy 33: 27Deuteronomy 33: 27
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The world is not without a 

ruler.  The program of coming 

events is in the hands of the 

Lord.

with the commandment-keeping people of God.”  8T p. 41.

To these sobering statements might be added the 
unmistakably clear prediction in 2 SM p. 36, that before the 
end of time there will be worship with a bedlam of noise 
—“shouting, with drums, music, and dancing” and that it 
would even “be brought into our camp meetings.”  Can it 
be possible?

Let us remember the experience of the apostles, who 
stopped listening when the subject matter became too 
unpleasant for them.  These predictions are just as certainly 
a part of God’s counsel of love to us as are the exhortations 
to carry the gospel to the entire world—to go, to grow, to 
educate, to heal, to publish, and to build.  If we do not give 
attention to these predictions of the shaking time, there 
is danger that we may be taken by surprise and become 
so discouraged and disheartened as to think that God is 
no longer with this Advent movement.  God has given us 
foreknowledge in order that we may be forewarned.

We need to translate these predictions into terms of 
personal experience and ask ourselves the questions: What 
will I do if — 

• When I go to church on Sabbath morning and fi nd 
only fi fty worshipers, where there are usually fi ve 
hundred or more?  Will I remember that we were 
warned that companies will leave us?

• When I hear a Seventh-day Adventist pastor 
earnestly presenting as truth the devils great lie, 
that Christians cannot stop sinning?

• When I go to camp meeting and find blaring, 
raucous music and dancing going on in the youth 
tent, or perhaps even in the main pavilion?

• When that special “brilliant star,” the minister 
whose sermons, books, and  tapes I have valued so 
highly, leaves us and starts mocking and ridiculing 
Seventh-day Adventists?

What wil l  I  do?  How can I  cope with such 
disappointments?

Will I give way to feelings of 
discouragement and despair, 
as did the disciples, or will I 
see in these events assuring 
evidence that the counsels of 
God are true?  Will I “gather warmth from the coldness of 
others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their 
treason?”  5T p. 136.

The apostles might have remembered that, in the 
advance knowledge that Jesus gave to them, there had 
been light as well as shadow, and so may we. 

The statement in 8T, page 41, that “companies” will leave 
us, is more than balanced by the assurance that “tribes” will 
take their place.  In the midst of the warnings in 5T, page 
79.4, we fi nd these comforting words:

 “God has promised that where the shepherds are not 
true, He will take charge of the fl ock Himself.”

And on page 753.3 of the same volume: “The world is 
not without a ruler.  The program of coming events is in 
the hands of the Lord.”  Compare this with  2SM p. 108:2  
“Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has 
not prepared for… .”

The great Advent movement, of which we are privileged 
to be a part, is not to fail or to be replaced by another.  “The 
Third Angel of Revelation fourteen is represented as fl ying 
swiftly through the midst of heaven crying: “Here are they that 

keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”  Here is shown 
the nature of the work of the people of God.  They have a 
message of so great importance that they are represented as 
fl ying in the presentation of it to the world.  They are holding 
in their hands the bread of life for a famishing world.  The 
love of Christ constraineth them.  This is the last message.  
There are no more to follow; “no more invitations of mercy 
to be given after this message shall have done its work.”  5T 
p. 206-207.

But there is going to be a shaking time, a purifi cation of the church,
and it is after that purifi cation has been accomplished that 
the “Gideon’s Band” which has remained true and faithful, 
strengthened and augmented by a replenishment of its 
ranks, will play its role in the grand, climactic events that 
will bring earth’s history to its close.  Let us hold this reality 
fi rmly in our minds.  The greatest hours of the Advent movement are after 

the shaking time.

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and 
lean not unto thine own understanding.  lean not unto thine own understanding.  

In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He 
shall direct thy paths.shall direct thy paths.

Proverbs. 3: 5, 6Proverbs. 3: 5, 6
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An Important 

Understanding of the 

Sabbath
by Mike Nicholson

It is not merely a beautiful theory or a mere dogma, 
that we should consider Christ as God and Creator.  Every one of 
our doctrines from the Bible is for our practical benefi t, and 
we should continually study the importance and purpose 
of why we hold these as the TRUTH.

Let me fi rst state that the Sabbath is the doctrine that 
directs us to the central commandment of our God.  In Gen. 
2:1-3 we fi nd these words closing the record of Creation: 
“Thus the heavens and the earth were fi nished, and all the host of them.  And on 

the seventh day God ended His Work which He had made; and He rested on the 

seventh day from all His work which He had made; and God blessed the seventh 

day, and sanctifi ed it; because that in it He had rested from all His work which God 

created and made.”

Here we can fi nd the true understanding of why we 
keep the Sabbath holy each week.  Jesus is the same Being 
who created.  Therefore we can come to the conclusion 
that Christ created everything that has an existence and 
rested on that very fi rst seventh day, at the close of His six days 
of creation.  He then blessed and sanctifi ed it.  Thus the seventh day 
– the Sabbath – is most emphatically the True Lord’s Day 
for worship.

When Jesus said to the carping Pharisees, “For the Son of man 

is the Lord even of the Sabbath-day,” He declared His Lordship of the 
identical day which they had so scrupulously observed in form only.   
Thus the seventh day is the Divinely-appointed memorial of 
His creation and power.  It is the most honored of all days, 
and its special mission is to bring our minds to His creative 
and redemptive power, which is the one proof to all men 
of who He is, and of His Divinity.  So when Christ said that 
the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath Day, He claimed 
that He was the Creator, and by His Divinity the Sabbath-day 
stands for a memorial of who He is and what He has done 
for us by giving His life for our redemption.  Matt. 12:8.

What can we say then, to the suggestion that is often 
made that Christ changed the day of the Sabbath, from a 
day that commemorates His completed work in creation to 
one that has no signifi cance?  Simply this, For Christ to have 
changed or abolished the Sabbath that He blessed and sanctifi ed 

would destroy that which calls to mind His Divinity.  If Christ 

Let us determine that by the grace of God we will let 
the chaff  blow, let the brilliant stars go, let company after 
company join the foe.  Nevertheless, we will “stand for the 
right though the heavens fall.”  ED p. 57.

If we do not give attention to these predictions of the 
shaking time, there is danger that we may be taken by 
surprise and become so discouraged and disheartened as 
to think that God is no longer with this Advent movement.

*Elder Ralph Larson (1920–2007) served our church in roles from pastor and 
evangelist, beginning in 1946, to head of the theology department at Atlantic 
Union College, among other posts, and fi nally to chairman of the Church and 
Ministry Department of the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, Far East.  
He offi  cially retired from denominational employ in 1985, at 65 years of age.  Elder 
Larson authored many articles and three books: Preach the Word, The Word Was 
Made Flesh, and Tell of His Power.

“Transgression has almost reached its limit.  Confusion 
fi lls the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon 
human beings.  The end is very near.  We who know the 
truth should be preparing for what is soon to break upon 
the world as an overwhelming surprise.”  8T p. 28.

“We are standing on the threshold of the crisis of the 
ages.  In quick succession the judgments of God will follow 
one another—fi re, and fl ood, and earthquake, with war and 
bloodshed.  We are not to be surprised at this time by events 
both great and decisive; for the angel of mercy cannot 
remain much longer to shelter the impenitent.”  PK p. 278.

“In this time of prevailing iniquity we may know that 
the last great crisis is at hand.  When the defi ance of God’s 
law is almost universal, when His people are oppressed 
and affl  icted by their fellow men, the Lord will interpose.”  
COL p. 178.

Gems for Gems for 

ThoughtThought
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The Sabbath is the Memorial 

of Creation and of God’s power 

to create something out of 

nothing.

had abolished the Sabbath at the cross, He would have 
undone the work of His own hands, and thus have worked 
against Himself; and a kingdom that is divided against itself 
cannot stand.  Question?  Are we truly worshiping the living 
God of Creation with so much division that we see in our 
churches today; with all the worldly worship styles that 
have come within?

Christ “cannot deny Himself,” therefore He did not change one 
jot or one tittle of what He Himself had appointed, which 
testifi es to His Divinity and shows Him to be worthy of honor 
above all the other gods of the heathen.  It would have 
been as impossible for Christ to change the Sabbath-day, 
as it would have been to change the fact that He created 
all things in six literal days and then rested on the seventh-
day, blessed and sanctifi ed it, and gave to us the weekly 
cycle.  Matt. 5:18.

Let us look at the declaration found in Colossians 1:9-23 
that the Lord is the Creator and is the source of our strength.  
Notice how Creation and Redemption are connected in 
these verses:

“For this cause we also, since the day 

we heard [it], do not cease to pray for you, 

and to desire that ye might be filled with 

the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and 

spiritual understanding.  That ye might walk 

worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 

in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 

power, unto all patience and longsuff ering with joyfulness; giving thanks unto the 

Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 

in light: who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated 

[us] into the kingdom of his dear Son: in whom we have redemption through his 

blood, [even] the forgiveness of sins: who is the image of the invisible God, the 

fi rstborn of every creature: for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 

and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, 

or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: and he is 

before all things, and by him all things consist.  And he is the head of the body, 

the church: who is the beginning, the fi rstborn from the dead; that in all [things] 

he might have the preeminence.  For it pleased [the Father] that in him should all 

fullness dwell; and, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 

reconcile all things unto himself; by him, [I say], whether [they be] things in earth, 

or things in heaven.  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in [your] 

mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.  In the body of his fl esh through 

death, to present you holy and unblamable and un-reproveable in his sight: if ye 

continue in the faith grounded and settled, and [be] not moved away from the hope 

of the gospel, which ye have heard, [and] which was preached to every creature 

which is under heaven;  Colossians.1:9-23.

Friends, it is not an accident that this wonderful 
declaration telling us that Christ is the Creator, is also connected 

within this statement, That 

in Him we have our Redemption 
thru the same power 
that was used when He 
created all the worlds and 
the heavens.  Here we 
can know that we will be 
strengthened with that power, and 
we can be delivered from 
the power of darkness.  This is for our comfort that He is the 
head of the church and is the Creator of all things, through
Jesus Christ.  We are told that He upholds all things by the 
word of His power in order that we may rest in the assurance of 

our Redemption.  Heb. 1:3.

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 

and ye shall fi nd rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

Matt. 11:28-30.

Let’s look at this same connection found in Isaiah 40:25-
31.  This chapter presents the wonderful wisdom and power 
of Christ, in calling all the host of heaven by name, and 
keeping them all in their place by the greatness of His might, 
His strength, and His power.  “Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest 

O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 

not, neither is weary, there is no searching of His understanding.”  Notice that 
He gives power to the faint; and to them that have no might 
He increases their strength.  What a promise! He can bring 
strength out of our weakness.  Anything that keeps before 
our minds the creative power of Christ, will lead to a renewal 
of our spiritual strength and courage.  This is what the true 
understanding of the Sabbath is all about.  Read also the 92nd

Psalm, which is entitled a Psalm of the Sabbath-day.

Question?  What has all this to do with our understanding 
of the Sabbath?  The Sabbath is the Memorial of Creation and 
of God’s power to create something out of nothing.  Jesus 
said this; “Moreover also I gave them My Sabbaths, to be a 
sign between Me and them.”  The Psalmist kept the Sabbath 
as God designed that it should be kept, by meditating upon 
creation and the wondrous power and goodness of God 
displayed therein.  In his thinking, he realized that the God 
who clothes the lilies with glory, is the same one who cares far 
more for His intelligent beings.  As he looked at the heavens, 
he then realized that we all were brought into existence 
from nothing.  The encouraging thought came to him that 
this same power would work in him to deliver him from his 
infi rmities and weaknesses.  This knowledge of God’s power, 
which came to him as he thought upon creation, fi lled him 
with much courage, he came to realize that this same power 
was at his disposal.  And that by grasping this power by Faith,

r
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This same power that was 

put forth to create the worlds, 

is also put forth for the 

sanctifi cation of the ones who 

yield themselves to His will.

h e  g a i n e d 
victories.  This 
i s  t h e  t r u e 
d e s i g n  o f 
the meaning 
of Sabbath; 
t o  b r i n g 
m a n  i n t o 
t h e  s a v i n g 
knowledge of 
God.  Ezekiel. 
20:12.

Let me state it this way: 
1) Faith in God is developed by a true knowledge and 

understanding of His  power and love.
2) An intelligent contemplation of God’s creative power 

gives us a true understanding of His eternal power 
and Godhead (Rom 1:20; Acts 17:29; Col. 1:9,14-18.  

3) It is faith that gives us His Victory, and faith comes 
by learning the power of God, both from His word 
and from the things that He has made (1 John 5:2-
8).  The Sabbath is the great memorial of His power, 
and if properly observed, it will be the source of the 
Christians greatest reenforcement with the battle 
that we each face every day.  “It is by loving Him, copying 

Him, depending wholly upon Him, that you are to be transformed into 

His likeness.”  SC p. 70.

This is the import from Ezekiel 20:11-12 “And I gave them my 

statutes, and showed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live 

in them.  Moreover also I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and 

them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them.”  Note: that 
knowing Him we receive SANCTIFICATION.  This is the will of God, 
and is the good news of the gospel.  In 1 Thess. 4:3 & 5:23-
24, we learn by the means of the Sabbath, and if properly 
used, is the power of God for our Sanctifi cation.  This same 
power that was put forth to create the worlds, is also put 
forth for the sanctifi cation of the ones who yield themselves 
to His will.  When this thought is fully grasped, it brings joy 
and comfort into our soul, and in the light of this, we can 
then appreciate the force of what we fi nd in Isaiah 58:11-14.

“And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy 
thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt 
be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose 
waters fail not.  And they that shall be of thee shall build 
the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations 
of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer 
of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.  If thou turn 
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure 
on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of 

the LORD, honorable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine 
own ways, nor fi nding thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
[thine own] words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”

In these words from Isaiah, we fi nd if the Sabbath is kept 
according to God’s great plan as a memorial of His creative 
power, it brings to our mind the Divine power that is put 
forth for our Salvation.  The soul then triumphing in the work 
of His hands, will delight itself in the Lord.  So the Sabbath 
is the lever for our faith, which if kept according to God’s 
plan, lifts the soul to the heights of God’s throne, and we 
can have communion with Him.  What a union we can have 
if we keep the Sabbath according to the Bible.

Let me summarize as I 
close.  The eternal power of 
the Godhead is revealed in His 
Creation of the heavens and 
worlds  Here the gospel simply 
reveals to us that the same 
power which was used to bring the worlds into existence is 
now exerted for our Salvation.  What a gift the Godhead has 
given to us in Jesus Christ.  The power of God unto Salvation 
is the power which can take human nothingness, and make 
of it that which shall be throughout the Eternal Ages, a praise 
to the Glory and Grace of our God.  Rom. 1:20; Acts 17:29; Col. 2:9; 
Rom. 1:16-17; 2 Cor. 5:14-21; John 10:28; Eph. 4:1-7.

With all this knowledge of the greatness of the God we 
have and serve, how should we then come each Sabbath 
to worship our Holy God?  Should it not be with the most 
reverence when we come into our Sanctuary every Sabbath, 
with the knowledge that we are in His presence through the 
work of the Holy Spirit, ready to receive His blessing and to 
acknowledge Him as our Creator and Redeemer?  Or is the 

Sabbath observed in just a form as the Jews did in Christ’s time?  I pray not.  
Let us all come with the most reverence before our Holy 
God, to receive His Blessing.

“I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings.  Thy way, O God, 

is in the sanctuary: who [is so] great a God as our God?  Ps. 7712-13.

“They have seen thy goings, O God; even the goings of my God, my King, in 

the sanctuary.  Ps. 68:24 .

 “For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he 

will save us.      Isa. 33:32.

“Wherefore let them that suff er according to the will of God commit the 

keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.”  1Peter 4:1.
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The Book of Hebrews
by M.L. Andreasen*

pages 45-46, PDF version — pages 128,129, 131 book version

The apostle would call our attention from ourselves 
to the Author of our salvation.  He presents before us His 
two natures, divine and human.  Here is the description of 
the divine: “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God.”  He was “the brightness of 
His glory, and the express image of His person.”

Now, of the human: “He was made in the likeness 
of man: and being found in fashion as a man, He 
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death.”  He 
voluntarily assumed human nature.  It was His own act, 
and by His own consent.  He clothed His divinity with 
humanity. He was all the while as God, but He did not 
appear as God.  He veiled the demonstrations of Deity 
which had commanded the homage, and called forth the 
admiration, of the universe of God.  He was God while 
upon earth, but He divested Himself of the form of God, 
and in its stead took the form and fashion of a man.  He 
walked the earth as a man.  For our sakes He became 
poor, that we through His poverty might be made rich.  
He laid aside His glory and His majesty.  He was God, but 
the glories of the form of God He for a while relinquished.  
Though He walked among men in poverty, scattering His 
blessings wherever He went, at His word legions of angels 
would surround their Redeemer, and do Him homage.  
But He walked the earth unrecognized, unconfessed, with 
but few exceptions, by His creatures.  The atmosphere 
was polluted with sin and curses, in place of the anthem 
of praise.  His lot was poverty and humiliation.  As he 
passed to and fro upon His mission of mercy to relieve 
the sick, to lift up the depressed, scarce a solitary voice 
called Him blessed, and the very greatest of the nation 
passed Him by with disdain.

Contrast this with the riches of glory, the wealth of 
praise pouring forth from immortal tongues, the millions 
of rich voices in the universe of God in anthems of 
adoration.  But He humbled Himself, and took mortality 
upon Him.  As a member of the human family He was 
mortal, but as a God He was the fountain of life to the 
world. He could, in His divine person, ever have withstood 
the advances of death, and refused to come under its 
dominion; but He voluntarily laid down His life, that in 
so doing He might give life and bring immortality to 
light.  He bore the sins of the world, and endured the 

penalty which 
rolled like a 
mountain upon 
His divine soul.  
He yielded 
up His life a 
sacrifi ce, that 
man should 
not eternally 
die.  He died, 
not through 
being 
compelled to 
die, but by 
His own free 
will.  This was 
humility.  The whole treasure of heaven was 
poured out in one gift to save fallen man.  He brought 
into His human nature all the lifegiving energies that 
human beings will need and must receive.  -Review and 
Herald, July 5, 1887, p. 417.

In Christ, divinity and humanity were combined.  
Divinity was not degraded to humanity; divinity held 
its place, but humanity by being united to divinity, 
withstood the fi ercest test of temptation in the 
wilderness.  -Ibid. Feb. 18, 1890, p. 97. 

*Elder M.L. Andreasen was one of the church’s most prominent 
and infl uential theologians during the 1930s and 1940s.

Spread the Good News
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Our Firm Platform
This paper is made available to you by Bill Eichner, Mike Nicholson and Alice Zabudsky

The time is at hand when there will be sorrow in the world that no human balm can heal.  The Spirit of God is 
being withdrawn.  Disasters by sea and by land follow one another in quick succession.  How frequently we hear of 
earthquakes and tornadoes, of destruction by fi re and fl ood, with great loss of life and property!  Apparently these 

calamities are capricious outbreaks of disorganized, unregulated forces of nature, wholly beyond the control of man; 
but in them all, God’s purpose may be read.  They are among the agencies by which He seeks to arouse men and 

women to a sense of their danger.  Prophets and Kings p. 277.

“The crisis is stealing gradually upon us.  The sun 
shines in the heavens, passing over its usual round, and the 
heavens still declare the glory of God.  Men are still eating 
and drinking, planting and building, marrying, and giving 
in marriage.  Merchants are still buying and selling.  Men 
are jostling one against another, contending for the highest 
place.  Pleasure lovers are still crowding to theaters, …The 
highest excitement prevails, yet probation’s hour is fast 
closing, and every case is about to be eternally decided.  
Satan sees that his time is short.  He has set all his agencies 
at work that men may be deceived, deluded, occupied and 
entranced, until the day of probation shall be ended, and 
the door of mercy be forever shut.”  DA p. 636.

Oh, my people, prepare, 
prepare!  We are nearing a 

crisis of massive proportions!

God Has Feelings Too
“The Sanctuary Service” by M.L Andreason 

How it must have pained the heart of God to drive 
out Adam.  “Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto my sorrow” might well apply to this occasion.  Man 
was alone outside, as God was alone in the garden inside.  
While we may not speak of the loneliness of God in terms 
of humanity, we may well believe that the Creator of the 
heavens and the earth felt His loss as the two sinners 
slowly left their familiar surroundings and the gate was 
shut behind them.  Sorrow, not anger, fi lled His heart, 
and with heavy steps-we speak after the manner of men-
He returned to the garden alone.  Unless we think of God 
as not being touched with the feelings of our infi rmities, 
unless we conceive of Him as being utterly unlike us, a 
sorrow passing the understanding of man must have been 
His.  

A Beautiful Book Is Available For You

A progression of closing events is carefully explained in a complete book which details all of 
the events—just before the close of probation for Seventh-day Adventists at the National 

Sunday Law, down to the general close of probation, and beyond to the Second Advent 
of Christ.  It is one of the most complete, categorized collection of Spirit of Prophecy 

statements on the coming events available anywhere.  You may wish to purchase a 
copy of the book, “The End of Time”.  It is 336 pages; 8 1/2” x 11” and is hardback.  Cost is 

$10.00 with $2.50 for shipping.  Send request to OGN, PO Box 1194, Sandy, OR 97055.

The time is at hand when there will be sorrow in the world that no human balm can heal.  The Spirit of God is 
being withdrawn.  Disasters by sea and by land follow one another in quick succession.  How frequently we hear of 
earthquakes and tornadoes, of destruction by fi re and fl ood, with great loss of life and property!  Apparently these 

calamities are capricious outbreaks of disorganized, unregulated forces of nature, wholly beyond the control of man; 
but in them all, God’s purpose may be read.  They are among the agencies by which He seeks to arouse men and 

women to a sense of their danger.  Prophets and Kings p. 277.

If you wish to no longer receive “Our Firm Platform”, just send a note asking to be removed from the mailing 
list to this address, O.G.N. P.O. Box 1194, Sandy, OR, 97055, and we will remove you from the mailing list.
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